
Equity in Health Outcomes Could Save 
Trillions. Where Do We Go from Here? 
Ken Thorpe, Emory University & Chair, Partnership to Fight Chronic 
Disease

July 2023



A recent analysis from the Partnership to Fight Chronic Disease 
(PFCD) and conducted by Global Data Plc identifies myriad costs of 
health inequity and potential solutions to save lives and healthcare 
dollars among insured people diagnosed with a chronic condition. 



The Big Picture



Primary prevention barriers:  coverage limitations, OOP costs, access barriers, 
& misinformation 

Secondary/tertiary prevention barriers: high OOP costs, un- & under-insurance, 
coverage barriers & utilization management



A breakdown by different disease states highlights significant 
opportunities across racial and ethnic groups.



Elevating the data relative to health care goals provides for better 
identification of challenges, implementation of programs and 
policies and measurement of success.
   But what do we DO about it now?



Advancing solutions that address multiple factors affecting poor 
health demands engagement across all sectors in order to benefit 
ALL people across the healthcare continuum. 



Countering negative connotations of health equity by showing 
health equity benefits everyone.

Helps support investments in solutions – offsets on medical 
spending and economic opportunity gains.

Provides support for variety of policy interventions that 
address burden of chronic illnesses.

We CAN and MUST do a better job!
Collaboration is critical to turning this data into action that 

achieves measurable results. 

We welcome opportunities to brainstorm and to further this 
discussion among a variety of partners and others. 
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