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[bookmark: OLE_LINK6]The Producer Licensing Uniformity (D) Working Group of the Producer Licensing (D) Task Force met June 16, 2026. The following Working Group members participated: Kevin Schlautman, Chair (NE); Jill Huisken, Vice Chair (MI); Kayla Erickson (AK); Charlene Ferguson (CA); Monicka Richmeier (KS); Shelley Taylor-Barnes (MD); Angela Hatchell (NC); Susan Daou (ND); Vanessa DeJesus (NM); Timothy Schrimer (OH); Courtney Khodabakhsh (OK); Mariel Garcia (RI); Tony Dorschner (SD); Randy Overstreet (UT); Richard Tozer (VA); Nicole Rayl (WA); Melody Esquivel (WI); and Lisa Hastings (WY). 

1. [bookmark: _Hlk90482606]Adopted its April 17 Minutes

The Working Group met on April 17 and took the following action: 1) discussed State Licensing Handbook reviewing Chapter 12 Business Entity and Chapter 13 Temporary Licenses.

Miller made a motion, seconded by Chester, to adopt the Working Group’s April 17 minutes (Attachment --). The motion passed unanimously.

2. Discussed State Licensing Handbook, Chapter 13—Temporary Licenses
Schlautman said for today’s meeting the Working Group would continue with the comments submitted by the states regarding Chapter 13 Temporary Licenses. He noted that several comments overlapped, particularly around whether the current language too narrowly suggests that temporary licenses apply only when a producer’s business will no longer exist, rather than also applying when business is transferred or continued under another licensed producer.
Huisken said the Working Group should consider whether other states had proposed changes to the paragraph because the Producer Licensing Model Act (#218) provides multiple examples and does not apply only to circumstances involving the death of a producer. She said that the language should account for other circumstances, including military service and unusual situations such as COVID-19, where temporary licensing authority became important for maintaining access to insurance services.
Schlautman said Maine submitted comments raising concern that the existing paragraph made temporary licensing appear limited to survivors of deceased producers, even though the model also includes military service and other circumstances. He said a more general definition may better encompass the examples in the model and avoid suggesting that the authority is limited to only one type of situation.
Randy Helder (NAIC) said terminology such as “insurance director” and “insurance commissioner” would likely be reviewed for consistency through the third-party standards review process, which would make appropriate corrections in accordance with applicable drafting standards.
Khodabakhsh said Maine’s formatting suggestion appeared appropriate because the model (# 218) contains four points under temporary licensing, including a point addressing other circumstances serving the public interest. She said the Working Group may need to revise the handbook language to reflect the correct number of examples and convert the relevant sentence into a fourth bullet point.
Schirmer said the proposed fourth point in the comments submitted should likely consist only of the first sentence addressing other circumstances serving the public interest. He explained that the following sentence closely aligns with Section B of the model (#218), which addresses limitations on authority, and should not necessarily be included as part of the fourth example.
Schlautman said the Working Group should consider whether the handbook should mirror the model (#218) more closely, including the four temporary licensing examples and any relevant restrictions. He said that the model includes authority for limitations, such as suitable sponsorship requirements, but questioned whether the handbook should remain generic or provide more detailed guidance.
Huisken said the existing language already alludes to limitations, including a 180-day period and authority for the commissioner to limit the scope of a temporary license. She said she favored retaining flexibility because state codes vary and circumstances may require different approaches. She also said the COVID-19 experience demonstrated the need for long-term guidance for new licensing directors when temporary licensing must be used during unusual or emergency conditions.
Schirmer said the Working Group should be cautious about changing the 180-day limitation because the model (#218) expressly states that a temporary insurance producer license may be issued for a period not to exceed 180 days. He said changing the wording to make the limitation optional could materially alter the meaning of the model language.
Schlautman said Texas’s comments described temporary licenses as a regular occurrence that may be issued outside emergency circumstances. He summarized that Texas requires a higher application fee, fingerprinting, a background check, a sponsor, and 40 hours of training within 30 days of licensure and allows conversion to a permanent license if the applicant passes the examination within the 180-day active license period.
Schlautman said Nebraska uses a similar concept through a training or apprentice license, which allows individuals to begin learning about insurance while preparing for the licensing examination. He asked whether other states had similar license types and whether training or apprentice licenses should be addressed in the handbook or treated separately from the model (#218) temporary producer license framework.
Erickson said Alaska has a trainee license for adjusters but does not have a temporary or apprentice license on the producer side. She said Alaska supported making the opening definition more generic and noted that Alaska’s statute does not allow temporary licenses to extend beyond 180 days, though she recognized that the handbook applies more broadly than Alaska.
Schirmer said the opening language could be simplified by stating that the commissioner may issue a temporary license in specific or limited circumstances, rather than listing all reasons in the introductory paragraph. He said the detailed reasons are already included in the list of examples, so the introduction should remain broad and concise.
Schlautman said model (#218) states that the insurance commissioner may issue a temporary insurance producer license for a period not to exceed 180 days without requiring an examination if the commissioner determines that the license is necessary for the servicing of an insurance business. He said that language may provide a cleaner and more generic definition than the current handbook language and could replace the first two paragraphs, while preserving the structure of the existing section.
Huisken said she liked the structure of the Model (#218) language but wanted the handbook to provide additional guidance rather than simply copy the model. She said the handbook should note that a temporary license may be limited in scope by the insurance commissioner, particularly for states that require sponsors or impose additional restrictions.
Schlautman said the Working Group appeared to favor a generic approach that would keep the handbook language broad and avoid adding too much detail about specific restrictions such as sponsorship. He said that, in some situations, such as a surviving spouse briefly handling an agency after an owner’s death, a sponsorship requirement may not be necessary because the temporary licensee may only be concluding existing business rather than soliciting new business.
Huisken said she it may be beneficial if the Working Group understands whether states provide advance notice to temporary license holders before expiration, such as 45 or 14 days prior, or whether the license simply expires at the end of the stated period. She said this information could help determine whether additional guidance should be included.
Schlautman said Nebraska issues apprentice or temporary licenses for a specific period with an expiration date identified at issuance. He said Nebraska does not appear to send an additional automated reminder before expiration and that the licensee is informed at the outset of the license period and end date. The Working Group discussed noting that some provide advance notices while others rely on the expiration date stated at issuance.
Schlautman said Jill and he would prepare draft revisions reflecting the discussion, including a more generic definition, the addition of a fourth example consistent with Model (#218), and consideration of how to address the 180-day limitation. He said he would also review other states’ temporary license provisions to better understand how states handle the issue.
3. Received Update on Uniform Licensing Standards Charts
Schlautman said he also had an update on the ULS charts. He reported that 50 state responses had been received and compiled into a summary document showing compliance areas. He said the document would be posted on the working group webpage for review and that future meetings may focus on areas with lower compliance and potential opportunities for improvement.
Having no further business, the Producer Licensing Uniformity (D) Working Group adjourned.
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