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REVISIONS TO 
2023 NAIC ANNUAL STATEMENT INSTRUCTIONS – TITLE 

DEC 2023 

PAGE 9: Actuarial Opinion 
Revision: Correct the list of disclosure items 
Reason: This was an adopted editorial revision from the March 2023 Blanks Working Group 

meeting and was missed to be updated in the 2023 Title Annual Statement Instructions 

EDITOR’S NOTE: 

The above changes are highlighted on the revised pages that follow. 

Recent Blanks (E) Working Group agenda items (exposure drafts) may be viewed in detail on the BWG web page 
at https://content.naic.org/cmte_e_app_blanks.htm.  
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Financial Hardship Exemption 
 

An insurer otherwise subject to this requirement and not eligible for an exemption as enumerated above may apply 
to the commissioner for a financial hardship exemption. 

 
Financial hardship is presumed to exist if the projected reasonable cost of the opinion would exceed the lesser of: 

 
 (i) One percent (1%) of the insurer’s capital and surplus reflected in the insurer’s latest quarterly statement for 

the calendar year for which the exemption is sought; or 
 
 (ii) Three percent (3%) of the insurer’s direct plus assumed premiums written during the calendar year for 

which the exemption is sought as projected from the insurer’s latest quarterly statements filed with its 
domiciliary commissioner.  

 
 2. The Statement of Actuarial Opinion must consist of an IDENTIFICATION paragraph identifying the Appointed 

Actuary; a SCOPE paragraph identifying the subjects on which an opinion is to be expressed and describing the 
scope of the actuary’s work; an OPINION paragraph expressing his or her opinion with respect to such subjects and 
one or more additional RELEVANT COMMENTS paragraphs. These four sections must be clearly designated. 

 
 3. The IDENTIFICATION paragraph should indicate the Appointed Actuary’s relationship to the Company, 

qualifications for acting as Appointed Actuary, and date of appointment, and specify that the appointment was made 
by the Board of Directors (or its equivalent) or by a committee of the Board.  

 
A member of the American Academy of Actuaries qualifying under paragraph 1A(ii) must attach, each year, a copy 
of the approval letter from the Academy.  

 
These instructions require that a Qualified Actuary prepare the Actuarial Opinion. If a person who does not meet the 
definition of a Qualified Actuary has been approved by the insurance regulatory official of the domiciliary state, the 
Company must attach, each year, a letter from that official stating that the individual meets the state’s requirements 
for rendering the Actuarial Opinion. 

 
 4. The SCOPE paragraph should contain a sentence such as the following: 
 

“I have examined the actuarial assumptions and methods used in determining reserves listed in Exhibit A, as 
shown in the Annual Statement of the Company as prepared for filing with state regulatory officials, as of 
December 31, 20__, and reviewed information provided to me through XXX date.” 

 
Exhibit A should list those items and amounts with respect to which the Appointed Actuary is expressing an 
opinion.  

 
The Appointed Actuary should state that the items in the SCOPE paragraph, on which he or she is expressing an 
opinion, reflect the Disclosure items (8 through 13) in Exhibit B. 

 
The SCOPE paragraph should include a paragraph such as the following regarding the data used by the Appointed 
Actuary in forming the opinion: 

 
“In forming my opinion on the loss and loss adjustment expense reserves, I relied upon data prepared by 
_________ (name, affiliation and relation to Company). I evaluated that data for reasonableness and 
consistency. I also reconciled that data to Schedule P, Parts 1 and 2 of the Company’s current Annual 
Statement. In other respects, my examination included such review of the actuarial assumptions and methods 
used and such tests of the calculations as I considered necessary.” 

 


