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RE: Proposed P&P Manual Amendment to Update the List of NAIC Credit Rating
Providers (CRP) and the NAIC Use of CRP Credit Ratings

DATE: October 21, 2024

Summary: The Purposes and Procedures Manual of the NAIC Investment Analysis Office (P&P Manual) in
Part Three, paragraph 24 lists the credit rating providers (CRP) to the NAIC along with the classes
of credit ratings for which they have CRP status. Only those classes of credit ratings for which the
CRP is registered by the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC) as a nationally recognized
statistical ratings organization (NRSRO) are eligible to be used for NAIC CRP purposes. This

amendment updates the review date and corrects one editing error.

Additionally, the updated amendment includes clarification that the NAIC only uses credit ratings
from those classes of credit rating for which the NAIC Credit Rating Provider is registered with the
SEC as an NRSRO and that the SEC’s definitions are distinct from those used for statutory accounting

asset classification purposes.

Recommendation: The SVO recommends adoption of this proposed amendment to update the
NRSRO status review date for the P&P Manual List of NAIC Credit Rating Providers. The SVO
believes this is a non-substantive change. The proposed text changes to P&P Manual are shown below
with additions in red underline, and deletions in red-strikethrough as it would appear in the 2023 P&P

Manual format.
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PART ONE
POLICIES OF THE NAIC VALUATION OF SECURITIES (E) TASK
FORCE
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THE USE OF CREDIT RATINGS OF NRSROS IN NAIC PROCESSES

NOTE: See “Policies Applicable to the Filing Exemption (FE) Process” below; “NAIC Policy on the
Use of Credit Ratings of NRSROs” (especially “Definition — Credit Ratings Eligible for Translation
to NAIC Designations”) in Part Two (the definition of “Eligible NAIC CRP Credit Ratings” excludes
the use of any credit rating assigned to a security type where the NAIC has determined that the security type
25 not eligible to be reported on Schedule D or that it is not appropriate for NRSRO credit ratings to be used to determine
the regulatory treatment of the security or asset); and “Procedure Applicable to Filing Exempt (FE) Securities
and Private Letter (PL) Rating Securities” in Part Three.

Providing Credit Rating Services to the NAIC

57. The NAIC uses credit ratings for a number of regulatory purposes, including, to administer
the filing exempt rule. Any rating organization that has been designated a Nationally
Recognized Statistical Rating Organization (NRSRO) by the U.S. Securities and Exchange
Commission (SEC) and which continues to be subject to federal regulation, may apply to
provide Credit Rating Services' to the NAIC. The NAIC only recognizes NAIC Credit
Rating Provider ratings for those classes of credit ratings (each as defined by the SEC) for
which an NAIC Credit Rating Provider is registered with the SEC as an NRSRO. For the
avoidance of doubt, SEC definitions are distinct from those used for statutory accounting

asset classification purposes in the Statements of Statutory Accounting Principles.

! Credit Rating Services is defined as: (a) electronic data feed transmissions of credit ratings assigned by the NRSRO
with their corresponding CUSIP number and other pertinent security specific information in English, updated as
frequently as provided to other customers; (b) other analytical services or products, in English, provided to other
customers; and (c) access to the NRSRO’s rating analysts by SVO staff.
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PART THREE
SVO PROCEDURES AND METHODOLOGY FOR PRODUCTION
OF NAIC DESIGNATIONS
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L1sT OF NAIC CREDIT RATING PROVIDERS

58. The CRPs that provide Credit Rating Services to the NAIC are:

* Moody’s Investors Service, Inc. for credit ratings issued to financial institutions,
brokers, or dealers; insurance companies; corporate issuers; issuers of asset-backed
securities and issuers of government securities, municipal securities, or securities
issued by a foreign government.

*  S&P Global Ratings, for credit ratings issued to financial institutions, brokers, or
dealers; insurance companies; corporate issuers; issuers of asset-backed securities
and issuers of government securities, municipal securities, or securities issued by a

foreign government.

* Fitch Ratings, Inc. — For credit ratings issued to financial institutions, brokers,
or dealers; insurance companies; corporate issuers; issuers of asset-backed
securities and issuers of government securities, municipal securities, or securities
issued by a foreign government.

* A.M. Best Rating Services, Inc. (A.M. Best) — For credit ratings issued to
insurance companies; corporate issuers and issuers of asset-backed securities.

* DBRS, Inc. (DBRS Morningstar) — For credit ratings issued to financial
institutions, brokers, or dealers; insurance companies; corporate issuers; issuers of
asset-backed securities and issuers of government securities, municipal securities,

or securities issued by a foreign government.

* Kroll Bond Rating Agency, LLC. — For credit ratings issued to financial
institutions, brokers, or dealers; insurance companies; corporate issuers; issuers of
asset-backed securities and issuers of government securities, municipal securities,

or securities issued by a foreign government.

* Egan-Jones Ratings Co. — For credit ratings issued to financial institutions,
brokers, or dealers; insurance companies and corporate issuers.

* HR Ratings de Mexico, S.A. de C.V. — For credit ratings issued to financial
institutions, brokers, or dealers; corporate issuers and issuers of government
securities, municipal securities, or securities issued by a foreign government.

NOTE: The information shown above for each NRSRO was obtained from the SEC’s website:

www.sec.gov/ ocr on Febraary2-202% JTune 28, 2024 and confirmed against each NRSRO’s annual
Form NRSRO certification.

NOTE: The Credit Rating Providers identified above include those of its affiliates that the
credit rating provider identified to the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC) as
part of its Form NRSRO Application as a separate legal entity or a separately identifiable
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department or division of the credit rating provider that determines credit ratings that are

credit ratings of the credit rating provider and which the SEC treats as a credit rating issued
by the credit rating provider for purposes of Section 15E of the Exchange Act and the SEC’s
rules thereunder.

https://naiconline.sharepoint.com/teams/SVOVOSTaskForce/Shared Documents/Meetings/2024/2024-10-01
VOSTF Interim Meeting/02-CRP status/2024-015.02 PP_Manual_Amend_CRP_NRSRO_Status v2.docx
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