
Ref #2024-10 
 

© 2025 National Association of Insurance Commissioners 1 

Statutory Accounting Principles (E) Working Group 
Maintenance Agenda Submission Form 

Form A 
 

Issue:  SSAP No. 56 – Book Value Separate Accounts 
 
Check (applicable entity): 
 P/C Life Health 

Modification of Existing SSAP        
New Issue or SSAP        
Interpretation         

 
Description of Issue: This agenda item has been developed to expand the guidance in SSAP No. 56—Separate 
Accounts to further address situations and provide consistent accounting guidelines for when assets are reported at 
a measurement method other than fair value. The guidance in SSAP No. 56 predominantly focuses on separate 
account products in which the policyholder bears the investment risk. In those situations, the assets in the separate 
account are reported at fair value. SSAP No. 56, paragraph 17 provides limited guidance for assets supporting fund 
accumulation contracts (GICs), and this measurement method is generally referred to as “book value”:  
 

Assets supporting fund accumulation contracts (GICs), which do not participate in underlying portfolio 
experience, with a fixed interest rate guarantee, purchased under a retirement plan or plan of deferred 
compensation, established or maintained by an employer, will be recorded as if the assets were held in the 
general account. Assets supporting all other contractual benefits shall be recorded at fair value on the date 
of valuation, or if there is no readily available market, then in accordance with the valuation procedures in 
the applicable contract. 

NAIC staff are aware that there has been an increase in assets reported at “book value” within the separate account. 
These have been approved under state prescribed practices and/or interpretations that the reference for fund 
accumulation contracts captures pension risk transfer (PRT) or registered indexed-linked annuities (RILA) and other 
similar general-account type products that have been approved by the state of domicile for reporting in the separate 
account.  
 
The guidance in SSAP No. 56—Separate Accounts focuses on the accounting and reporting for both the separate 
account and general account, with specific focus on what is captured within each account as well as transfers 
between the two accounts. As the focus is on fair value separate account assets, there is not guidance that details 
how transfers should occur between the separate and general accounts when the assets will be retained and reported 
at “book value.” Particularly, the guidance does not address whether assets should be disposed / recognized at fair 
value when transferring between accounts, with subsequent reporting at the general account measurement guidance 
or whether the assets should be transferred at the “book value” that is reported in the existing account. The process 
has the potential to impact recognition of gains / losses and IMR, so it should be clearly detailed to ensure consistent 
reporting.  
 
Existing Authoritative Literature:  
 
 SSAP No. 56—Separate Accounts 
 
Although the entirety of SSAP No. 56 may be relevant, key paragraphs have been identified.  
 
General Account Reporting 
 

5.  For those separate account contracts classified as life contracts under SSAP No. 50—Classification of 
Insurance or Managed Care Contracts, premiums and annuity considerations shall be recorded as income in 
the Summary of Operations of the general account, and as transfers to premiums and considerations in the 
separate account statement. Deposit-type contracts shall be recorded in the general account in accordance 
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with SSAP No. 52—Deposit-Type Contracts.(INT 00-03) Charges (e.g., fees associated with investment 
management, administration, and contract guarantees) assessed on the separate accounts, as well as the net 
gain from operations of the separate account, shall be recorded as income in the Summary of Operations of 
the general account. Expenses relating to investment management, administration, and contract guarantees 
pertaining to separate account operations, as well as benefits and surrenders incurred on behalf of separate 
account contracts classified as life contracts, net transfers between separate accounts, commissions, and 
premium taxes (if any) shall be recorded as expenses in the Summary of Operations of the general account. 

6.  The general account shall include the total assets and liabilities, including transfers due or accrued, of any 
separate accounts business which it maintains and, therefore, the surplus, if any, of its separate accounts 
business. Transfers to the general account due or accrued shall be reported on a net basis so that the asset 
and the liability totals of the general account are not overstated. Changes in the surplus of the separate accounts 
business of an insurer, except for changes resulting from the net gain from operations of the separate account, 
shall be charged or credited directly to the unassigned funds (surplus) of the general account. 

Separate Account Reporting 
 
15. The separate accounts annual statement is concerned with the flow of funds related to investment activities 
and obligations of the separate accounts and with the transfer of funds between the separate account and the 
general account. As a result, the separate account statement shall report only the assets, liabilities, and 
operations of the separate account and shall not include general account expenses related to investment 
management, administration, or contract guarantees pertaining to separate account operations which are 
recorded in the general account. 

16. The separate account records premiums, considerations (net of loading for sales charges such as 
commissions and premium taxes) and receipts (other than for net investment income and realized capital gains 
and losses) as income transfers from the general account. Net investment income and realized and unrealized 
capital gains and losses relating to the investment operations of the separate account are recorded as income 
in the Summary of Operations. When the contract provides for such, expenses and taxes associated with the 
separate account investment operations shall be deducted in the determination of net investment income. 
Deposits and withdrawals on deposit-type contracts shall be recorded in the Summary of Operations. Benefits 
and surrenders, reserve transfers, policy loans1, policyholder charges (e.g., fees associated with investment 
management, administration, and contract guarantees), and federal income taxes relating to the separate 
account are recorded as expense transfers to the general account in the Summary of Operations. The net 
change in aggregate reserves relating to separate account contracts is reported as an expense in the Summary 
of Operations. 

17. Assets supporting fund accumulation contracts (GICs), which do not participate in underlying portfolio 
experience, with a fixed interest rate guarantee, purchased under a retirement plan or plan of deferred 
compensation, established or maintained by an employer, will be recorded as if the assets were held in the 
general account. Assets supporting all other contractual benefits shall be recorded at fair value on the date of 
valuation, or if there is no readily available market, then in accordance with the valuation procedures in the 
applicable contract. 

Activity to Date (issues previously addressed by the Working Group, Emerging Accounting Issues (E) 
Working Group, SEC, FASB, other State Departments of Insurance or other NAIC groups):  
 

1. Agenda Item 2022-19: Negative IMR introduced the discussion of interest maintenance reserve (IMR) 
within statutory accounting, specifically the guidance for nonadmittance of disallowed negative IMR. This 
agenda item resulted with INT 23-01: Net Negative (Disallowed) Interest Maintenance Reserve. This INT 
permits admittance of disallowed negative IMR up to 10% of adjusted capital and surplus. The guidance 
permits admittance of the separate account negative IMR once the general account negative IMR has been 

 
1 Policy loans related to separate account products shall follow the guidance in SSAP No. 49—Policy Loans. As detailed within SSAP No. 
49, as part of the expense transfer, policy loans related to separate account products require a liquidation of the separate account assets to 
fund the loan issued by the general account. A transfer of assets from the separate account to the general account must have occurred to fund 
the policy loan issuance; otherwise the policy loan is nonadmitted in the general account. 
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admitted if the 10% limit has not been reached. The INT identifies that the concept of nonadmitted assets 
does not exist in the separate account, therefore the guidance includes application guidance for reversing 
prior actions that charged negative IMR to surplus before permitting the negative IMR to be recognized as 
an asset.  
 

Information or issues (included in Description of Issue) not previously contemplated by the Working Group: 
None 
 
Convergence with International Financial Reporting Standards (IFRS): N/A 
 
Staff Recommendation:  
NAIC staff recommend that the Working Group move this item to the active listing of the maintenance 
agenda categorized as a SAP clarification with direction to work with industry in determining current 
application / differences in interpretations to present to the Working Group along with suggested revisions 
to codify the approach within SSAP No. 56.  
 

Staff Review Completed by: Julie Gann, NAIC Staff—February 2024 
 
Updated Recommendation – 2024 Summer National Meeting:  
 
The IMR Ad Hoc Subgroup has discussed a number of elements generating IMR, including the transfer of assets 
for cash between the general account (GA) and book value separate accounts (BVSA). This discussion is about 
transfers of assets where one account is purchasing existing assets held by the other account. This discussion 
received information from the ACLI noting that reporting entities have taken different approaches in the recording 
of these transfers, with three broad methods. All methods have a net zero surplus impact.  
 

1. Market Value Offsetting Method:  
 Selling Account transfers the asset at fair value, with a realized gain or loss and allocation to IMR.  
 Purchasing Account records the asset at book value, with an adjustment to IMR for the difference 

between the fair value and book value.  
 This method has offsetting IMR impacts between the GA and BVSA, with a zero net impact to surplus.  

 
2. Market Value SSAP No. 25 Method:  

 Selling Account transfers the asset at fair value. If resulting in a gain, the gain is offset by a SSAP No. 
25—Affiliates and Other Related Parties adjustment (deferral until gain is permanent). Losses are 
recognized and allocated to IMR.  

 Purchasing Account records the asset at market value and records applicable amortized cost valuation 
adjustments over the term to maturity.  

 This method results in different IMR treatment between the GA and BVSA based on whether the 
transaction resulted in a gain or loss. This method requires the reporting entity to track the asset and 
recognize the deferred gain once the asset is subsequently sold or matured in the BVSA.  

 The reporting results in a net zero impact to surplus.  
 

3. Book Value Method:  
 Both accounts (selling / purchasing) record the asset at book value.  
 There is no IMR impact and no surplus impact.  
 This method has raised concerns on whether a transfer from the GA at book value to an insulated 

BVSA, provides appropriate treatment to the GA policyholders.  
 
The ACLI noted that although the above different approaches have been used, if the NAIC decides a standard 
accounting practice should be applied for transfers for cash between the GA and BVSA (and vice versa), the ACLI 
would support the market value offsetting IMR method. The rationale for supporting this method is as follows:  
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1. Market value transactions ensure the insurer is transacting to meet the fiduciary obligations of all 

policyholders (both GA and BVSA).  

2. The method results in a net zero impact to surplus.  

3. The method ensures a net zero impact to the combined GA and BVSA IMR in both gain and loss scenarios. 
(Although IMR is recognized in both accounts, the amounts recognized are offsetting.)  

4. The method is more favorable operationally than the SSAP No. 25 method in which gains from the transfer 
must be deferred until a subsequent act that makes the transaction permanent (subsequent selling or maturity 
of asset).  

5. The transfer at fair value combined with the offsetting IMR ensure that both the GA and BVSA retain the 
economic impact of the transaction without mingling the economics between the books.  

 
The ACLI noted that this recommendation was only for transfers for cash between the GA and BVSA accounts and 
recommend additional research and discussion before creating a standard practice for less common transactions 
between the GA and BVSA, such as asset for asset swaps, contributions of assets to support deficiency in the SA 
and dividends of assets from the BVSA.  
 
For the 2024 Summer National Meeting, NAIC staff recommend that the Working Group expose proposed 
revisions to SSAP No. 56 to clarify and expand guidance for book value separate accounts, and to incorporate 
accounting guidance for transfers of assets in exchange for cash between the general account and book value 
separate accounts. (Due to the design / order of SSAP No. 56, the entire SSAP has been reflected with the proposed 
edits shown as tracked changes.)  
 
Status: 
On March 16, 2024, the Statutory Accounting Principles (E) Working Group exposed this agenda item and directed 
NAIC staff to work with industry in determining current application and differences in the treatment of book value 
assets within the separate account and to prepare suggested revisions to codify an approach within SSAP No. 56—
Separate Accounts. 
 
On August 13, 2024, the Statutory Accounting Principles (E) Working Group exposed revisions to SSAP No. 56—
Separate Accounts, as shown below as “2024 Summer National Meeting Exposed Revisions,” to allow for initial 
review and consideration of potential changes to update measurement method guidance and specify the process to 
transfer assets for cash between the general and book-value separate accounts. The Working Group also requested 
comments from regulators and industry on the noted questions, which are shown shaded in grey. This item was 
exposed with a longer comment period ending November 8, 2024. This item is not planned for detailed discussion 
at the 2024 Fall National Meeting but is planned for discussion in the interim after that meeting, or at the 2025 
Spring National Meeting.  
 
2024 Summer National Meeting Exposed Revisions to SSAP No. 56:  
(Paragraph references have been shaded for subsequent confirmation.)  
 
SCOPE OF STATEMENT 
1. This statement establishes statutory accounting principles for accounting and reporting for separate 
accounts in both the general account and separate account statements. 

SUMMARY CONCLUSION 

Introduction 

2. Separate accounts are used to fund variable life insurance, variable annuities, modified guaranteed annuities 
and modified guaranteed life insurance, or various group contracts under pension or other employee benefit plans 
where funds are held in a separate account to support a liability. When separate accounts are established and filed 
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accordingly, they may be used to fund guaranteed benefits. Separate account contracts may also be used to 
accumulate funds which are intended to be applied at some later time to provide life insurance or to accumulate 
proceeds applied under settlement or dividend options. 

3. Assets held in separate accounts are owned by the insurer. All investment income and realized and 
unrealized capital gains and losses from assets allocated to a separate account, net of related investment expenses, 
are generally reflected in the separate account and, except for modified guaranteed annuities, modified guaranteed 
life insurance, and separate accounts established and filed to provide guaranteed benefits, investment performance 
is generally not guaranteed by the insurer. Charges relating to contract guarantees, administration, and investment 
management are deducted from separate accounts. 

General Account Reporting 

4. Insurance activities such as sales, underwriting and contract administration, premium collection and 
payment of premium taxes, claims, and benefits are functions of the insurance company distinct from the separate 
account and shall be accounted for as transactions of the general account. 

5. For those separate account contracts classified as life contracts under SSAP No. 50—Classification of 
Insurance or Managed Care Contracts, premiums and annuity considerations shall be recorded as income in the 
Summary of Operations of the general account, and as transfers to premiums and considerations in the separate 
account statement. Deposit-type contracts shall be recorded in the general account in accordance with SSAP No. 
52—Deposit-Type Contracts.(INT 00-03) Charges (e.g., fees associated with investment management, administration, 
and contract guarantees) assessed on the separate accounts, as well as the net gain from operations of the separate 
account, shall be recorded as income in the Summary of Operations of the general account. Expenses relating to 
investment management, administration, and contract guarantees pertaining to separate account operations, as well 
as benefits and surrenders incurred on behalf of separate account contracts classified as life contracts, net transfers 
between separate accounts, commissions, and premium taxes (if any) shall be recorded as expenses in the Summary 
of Operations of the general account. 

6. The general account shall include the total assets and liabilities, including transfers due or accrued, of any 
separate accounts business which it maintains and, therefore, the surplus, if any, of its separate accounts business. 
Transfers to the general account due or accrued shall be reported on a net basis so that the asset and the liability 
totals of the general account are not overstated. Changes in the surplus of the separate accounts business of an 
insurer, except for changes resulting from the net gain from operations of the separate account, shall be charged or 
credited directly to the unassigned funds (surplus) of the general account. 

7. Where a variable annuity contract or variable life insurance contract contains a guaranteed minimum death 
benefit, any reserve liability for such death benefit provision shall be recorded and held in the general account based 
on the reserving guidance in paragraphs 25 and 26. Any differences between the benefit paid and the separate 
account asset value of the contract shall be charged against or credited to the general account in its net gain from 
operations. 

8. Separate account surplus may not become negative. For example, for separate account contracts which have 
annuitized (i.e., contracts in the payout stage), lower than expected mortality on variable annuity contracts 
containing mortality guarantees may cause a deficiency in the investment funds underlying the contract reserves. 
Thus the general account incurs an expense and the separate account realizes revenue to cover the deficiency, if 
necessary. Conversely, excess funds from higher than expected mortality will result in mortality gains, which are 
included in the Summary of Operations of the separate account and are ultimately recorded as equity in net income 
from separate account operations as discussed in paragraph 5. 

9. Separate account surplus created through the use of the commissioners’ reserve valuation method (CRVM), 
commissioners’ annuity reserve valuation method (CARVM), or other reserving methods, shall be reported by the 
general account as an unsettled transfer from the separate account. The net change on such transfers shall be 
included as a part of the net gain from operations in the general account. 
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10. Surplus funds transferred from the general account to the separate account, commonly referred to as seed 
money, and earnings accumulated thereon shall be reported as surplus in the separate accounts until transferred or 
repatriated to the general account. The transfer of such funds between the separate account and the general account 
shall be reported as surplus contributed or withdrawn during the year. 

11. If an Asset Valuation Reserve (AVR) is required for investments held by separate accounts, it is combined 
with the general account AVR and accounted for in the general account financial statements (see SSAP No. 7—
Asset Valuation Reserve and Interest Maintenance Reserve). The criteria for determining when an AVR is required 
for separate accounts are described in paragraph 18 of this statement. 

12. Reporting entities collect fees for managing Separate Account Guaranteed Investment Contracts (GICs), 
Synthetic GICs, as well as participating separate account group annuities. These are in the form of administrative 
fees, risk fees and some investment management fees. For defined contribution business, these are in the form of 
fees related to mutual fund management. These fees are meant to offset expenses and generate some profit. 

13. Amounts receivable from contractholders for separate account management fees meet the definition of 
assets as set forth in SSAP No. 4—Assets and Nonadmitted Assets. 

14. An evaluation shall be made of the amounts receivable to determine any nonadmitted amounts. Next, an 
evaluation shall be made in accordance with SSAP No. 5R—Liabilities, Contingencies and Impairments of Assets, 
to determine whether there is an impairment. This two-step process is set forth below: 

a. Uncollected separate account management fees receivable over ninety days due shall be accounted 
for as a nonadmitted asset. Reporting entities shall begin aging the receivable when it is 
contractually required to be billed, or in the absence of contract specifications, when the reporting 
entity actually sends the bill to the contractholder; 

b. Remaining amounts determined to be uncollectible shall be written off. If in accordance with SSAP 
No. 5R, it is “probable” the amount receivable is uncollectible, any uncollectible amount receivable 
shall be written off against operations in the period such determination is made. If it is “reasonably 
possible” the amount receivable is uncollectible, the disclosure requirements outlined in SSAP No. 
5R, paragraph 32, shall be made. 

Separate Account Reporting 

15. The separate accounts annual statement is concerned with the flow of funds related to investment activities 
and obligations of the separate accounts and with the transfer of funds between the separate account and the general 
account. As a result, the separate account statement shall report only the assets, liabilities, and operations of the 
separate account and shall not include general account expenses related to investment management, administration, 
or contract guarantees pertaining to separate account operations which are recorded in the general account. 

16. The separate account records premiums, considerations (net of loading for sales charges such as 
commissions and premium taxes) and receipts (other than for net investment income and realized capital gains and 
losses) as income transfers from the general account. Net investment income and realized and unrealized capital 
gains and losses relating to the investment operations of the separate account are recorded as income in the Summary 
of Operations. When the contract provides for such, expenses and taxes associated with the separate account 
investment operations shall be deducted in the determination of net investment income. Deposits and withdrawals 
on deposit-type contracts shall be recorded in the Summary of Operations. Benefits and surrenders, reserve 
transfers, policy loans2, policyholder charges (e.g., fees associated with investment management, administration, 

 
2 Policy loans related to separate account products shall follow the guidance in SSAP No. 49—Policy Loans. As detailed within SSAP No. 
49, as part of the expense transfer, policy loans related to separate account products require a liquidation of the separate account assets to 
fund the loan issued by the general account. A transfer of assets from the separate account to the general account must have occurred to fund 
the policy loan issuance; otherwise the policy loan is nonadmitted in the general account. 
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and contract guarantees), and federal income taxes relating to the separate account are recorded as expense transfers 
to the general account in the Summary of Operations. The net change in aggregate reserves relating to separate 
account contracts is reported as an expense in the Summary of Operations. 

Measurement of Separate Account Assets 
 
17. Assets supporting separate account contracts, except for contracts captured in paragraph 18, shall be 
reported at fair value, as determined under SSAP No. 100—Fair Value. Assets held in the separate account that 
reflect seed money from the general account shall follow all provisions of the SSAP to which the asset would be 
applicable if held in the general account. Assets that would not qualify for admittance in the general account are not 
permitted to be used as seed money in the separate account. 

NAIC Staff Question: Information on the current measurement method for seed money is requested from industry. 
Although the guidance implies that seed money should be at book value, there is an assumption that companies may 
utilize fair value when included in a fair value separate account.  

18. Assets supporting the following separate account contracts are permitted to be reported as if the assets were 
held in the general account. This measurement method is referred to as “book value.” For these assets, measurement 
shall follow all provisions of the SSAP to which the asset would be applicable if held in the general account. Assets 
that would not qualify for admittance in the general account are not permitted in a book-value separate account. 
Separate account contracts that do not qualify in the following categories are not permitted at book value without a 
permitted or prescribed practice from the state of domicile.  

a. Assets supporting fund accumulation contracts (GICs), which do not participate in underlying 
portfolio experience, with a fixed interest rate guarantee, purchased under a retirement plan or plan 
of deferred compensation, or established or maintained by an employer, will be recorded as if the 
assets were held in the general account. 

b. With approval of the state insurance regulator, assets supporting insulated or non-insulated separate 
account contracts that are similar to contracts generally found in the general account3. Unlike 
traditional separate account contracts, these contracts do not have investment directives determined 
by the contract holder and investment performance results are not attributed to a specific contract 
holder. Furthermore, unlike traditional separate account contracts, the insurance reporting entity 
(general account) is often ultimately obligated to provide contract benefits that are not directly tied 
to the performance of the underlying assets, resulting with the general account serving as ann 
overall backstop or providing an implied guarantee, although a distinct performance guarantee is 
not specified (such as a minimum crediting rate, death benefit, etc.). Examples of contracts 
expected to be captured within this provision include pension risk transfer (PRT) contracts and 
registered index-linked annuity (RILA) contracts.  

NAIC Staff Question: Feedback is requested on the named contracts (PRT and RILA) and whether other example 
contracts should be named.  

18. Assets supporting fund accumulation contracts (GICs), which do not participate in underlying portfolio 
experience, with a fixed interest rate guarantee, purchased under a retirement plan or plan of deferred compensation, 
established or maintained by an employer, will be recorded as if the assets were held in the general account. Assets 
supporting all other contractual benefits shall be recorded at fair value on the date of valuation, or if there is no 
readily available market, then in accordance with the valuation procedures in the applicable contract. 

Assets Transfers Between the General Account and Separate Account 

 
3 The inclusion of this guidance does not imply support for these contracts within the separate account instead of the general account. The 
domiciliary state insurance regulator is responsible for assessing and approving separate account contract classification in accordance with 
state statutes. 
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19. Asset transfers that reflect sales for cash between the general account and separate account shall occur at 
fair value4. Specified guidance based on the measurement method of the assets in the separate account are detailed 
in paragraphs 20-21.  

20. Asset sales for cash between the general account and “fair value” separate accounts:  

a. The account (either general or separate account) selling the asset shall receive cash equal to fair 
value and dispose of the asset from the investment schedules at fair value.  

i. Assets sold from the general account shall result in a realized gain or loss based on the 
difference between fair value and book adjusted carrying value (BACV). The realized gain 
or loss, if resulting from interest rate changes, shall be allocated to the general account IMR 
and amortized as if the asset had been sold to an unrelated third party. Realized gains from 
these transactions shall not be deferred pursuant to SSAP No. 25—Affiliates and Other 
Related Parties, paragraph 17. Realized losses from credit-related factors shall be allocated 
to the AVR.  

ii. Assets sold from a “fair value” separate account shall not result in a realized gain or loss.  

b. The account (either general or separate account) purchasing the asset shall initially recognize the 
acquired asset at fair value. Subsequent measurements of the acquired asset should reflect the 
measurement method of the general or separate account.  

21. Asset sales for cash between the general account and “book value” separate accounts:  

a. Seller - The account (either general or separate account) selling the asset shall receive cash equal 
to fair value and dispose of the asset from the investment schedules at fair value with recognition 
of a realized gain or loss. The realized gain or loss, if resulting from interest rate changes, shall be 
allocated to IMR and amortized in the selling account as if the asset had been sold to an unrelated 
third party. The transfer of an asset under this guidance that results in a gain shall not be deferred 
by the selling account pursuant to SSAP No. 25, paragraph 17, as such a deferral would create a 
mismatch in the IMR recognition between the general/separate accounts. Realized losses from 
credit-related factors shall be allocated to the AVR. 

b. Purchaser - The account (either general or separate account) purchasing the asset shall recognize 
the acquired asset at the BACV from the selling account. The difference between the asset’s fair 
value and the BACV shall be reported to IMR in the purchasing account.  

c. The IMR activity between the selling account and the purchasing account shall be equal and 
offsetting resulting in a net zero impact in the IMR between the two accounts. IMR is tracked and 
reported separately in the general account and the separate account, but the net impact of the two 
accounts shall equal zero for each transfer transaction.  

d. Subsequent to initial acquisition, the purchasing account shall account for the acquired asset 
pursuant to the measurement method of the applicable SSAP.  

22. Asset transfers that do not reflect sales for cash between the general account and separate account are 
subject to domiciliary state approval. Any transfer that does not represent an asset sale for cash shall be specifically 

 
4 This guidance is specific to asset sales for cash and is not intended to reflect administration functions for the payment of 
amounts owed to separate account policyholders/contractholders that may occur from the general account with reimbursement 
from the separate account.  
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disclosed in both the general account and separate account as detailed in paragraph 34.e. This shall include, but not 
be limited to, the following transfers: 

a. Asset to asset swaps  

b. Contributions of general account assets to support separate account deficiencies 

c. Dividends of assets from the separate account to the general account.  

NAIC Staff Question: Additional information is requested from industry on these transfers. NAIC staff recommend 
that these areas be expanded with consistent guidance for the treatment of transfers.  

Separate Account AVR and IMR Reporting 

19.23. An AVR is generally required for separate accounts when the insurerreporting entity, rather than the 
policyholder/contractholder, suffers the loss in the event of asset default or fair value loss. An AVR is required 
unless: 

a. The asset default or fair value risk is borne directly by the policyholders; or 

b. The regulatory authority for such separate accounts already explicitly provides for a reserve for 
asset default risk, where such reserves are essentially equivalent to the AVR. 

20.24. Assets supporting traditional variable annuities and variable life insuranceseparate accounts that would 
qualify for separate account classification under U.S. GAAP generally do not require an AVR because the 
policyholders/contractholders bear the risk of change in the value of the assets. However, for those contracts an 
AVR is required for that portion of the assets representing seed money (including accumulated earnings on seed 
money) from the general account. the insurer’s equity interest in the investments of the separate account (e.g., seed 
money). 

21.25. Assets supporting separate account contracts where the insurer bears the risk of investment performance, 
which shall include all book value separate accounts, typical modified guaranteed contracts, market value adjusted 
contracts, and contracts with book value guarantees similar to contracts generally found in the general account do 
require an AVR because the insurer is responsible for credit related asset or fair value loss. 

22.26. “Book Value” separate accounts, pursuant to paragraph 18, Certain separate accounts are alsoare required 
to maintain an Interest Maintenance Reserve (IMR). Separate accounts with assets reported at fair value are not 
required to maintain an IMR. The IMR requirements for investments held in separate accounts are applied on an 
account by account basis. OnceIf an IMR is required for a separate account, all of the investments in that separate 
account are subject to the requirement. If an IMR is not required for a separate account, none of the investments in 
that separate account are subject to the requirement. 

NAIC Staff Question: Clarification is requested to this guidance for seed money similar to the prior question.   

23. As detailed in the Annual Statement Instructions, An IMR is required for separate accounts with assets 
recorded at book value, but is not required for separate accounts with assets recorded at fair value. For example, 
separate accounts for traditional variable annuities or variable life insurance do not require an IMR because assets 
and liabilities are valued at fair value. 

24.27. If an  Separate account IMR is required for investments held by separate accounts, it is kept separate from 
the general account IMR and accounted for in the separate accounts statement. 

25.28. The AVR and IMR shall be calculated and reported in accordance with SSAP No. 7—Asset Valuation 
Reserve and Interest Maintenance Reserve and the NAIC Annual Statement Instructions for Life, Accident and 
Health Insurance Companies. 
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Policy Reserves 

26.29. Statutory policy reserves shall be established for all contractual obligations of the insurer arising out of the 
provisions of the insurance contract. Where separate benefits are included in a contract, a reserve for each benefit 
shall be established as required in Appendix A-820. These statutory policy reserves are generally calculated as the 
excess of the present value of future benefits to be paid to or on behalf of policyholders less the present value of 
future net premiums. Statutory policy reserves meet the definition of liabilities as defined in SSAP No. 5R—
Liabilities, Contingencies and Impairments of Assets. The actuarial methodologies referred to in the following 
paragraph meet the criteria required for reasonable estimates in SSAP No. 5R. 

27.30. The reserving methodologies and assumptions used in computation of policy reserves shall also meet the 
provisions of Appendices A-200, A-250, A-255, A-270; A-585, A-588, A-620, A-695, A-820, A-822 and the 
actuarial guidelines found in Appendix C of this Manual. Where separate account contracts have guaranteed 
elements, the basis for determining the value of the liability shall be consistent with the basis used for asset values 
(i.e., valuation interest rates as defined in Appendix A-820 shall be used when assets are recorded as if held in the 
general account and current interest rates based on market rates shall be used when assets are recorded at fair value). 
Further, policy reserves shall be in compliance with those Actuarial Standards of Practice promulgated by the 
Actuarial Standards Board. 

28.31. Statutory policy reserves for those group annuity contracts or other contracts that, in whole or in part, 
establish the insurer’s obligations by reference to a segregated portfolio of assets not owned by the insurer shall be 
established in accordance with the guidance in Appendix A-695. Statutory policy reserves for those contracts with 
nonlevel premiums or benefits, or contracts with secondary guarantees shall be established in accordance with the 
guidance in Appendix A-830. Statutory policy reserves for those group life contracts utilizing a separate account 
that meet the requirements outlined in paragraph 1 of Appendix A-200 shall be computed in accordance with the 
guidance in that appendix. 

Other Liabilities 

29.32. The separate account shall accrue as a liability, subject to contractual provisions, amounts payable, 
including, but not limited to: 

a. Fees associated with investment management, administration, and contract guarantees; 

b. Investment expenses; 

c. Investment taxes, licenses, and fees (Investment taxes such as real estate taxes, licenses and fees 
(excluding federal income taxes) are usually paid directly by the separate account but may be 
transferred to the general account for payment); 

d. Federal income taxes; 

e. Unearned investment income; 

f. Net transfer due to (from) the general account; 

g. Remittances and items not allocated; 

h. Payable for investments purchased; 

i. Net adjustments in assets and liabilities due to foreign exchange rates. 

Seed Money 

30. When a new separate account is initiated, the insurer may make a temporary transfer of surplus funds 
commonly referred to as seed money to the separate account. Such funds and earnings accumulated thereon shall 
be reported as surplus in the separate accounts statement until transferred or repatriated to the general account. The 
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transfer of such funds to and from the separate account shall be reported as surplus contributed or withdrawn during 
the year. 

Disclosures 

31.33. Paragraphs 31-35 detail the separate account disclosure requirements that shall be included within the Life, 
Accident and Health Annual Statement Blank. Paragraphs 36-38 detail the separate account disclosure requirements 
that shall be included within the Separate Account Annual Statement Blank.  

32.34. The general account financial statement shall include detailed information on the reporting entity’s separate 
account activity. These disclosures shall include:  

a. A narrative of the general nature of the reporting entity’s separate account business.  

b. Identification of the separate account assets that are legally insulated from the general account 
claims. 

c. Identification of the separate account products that have guarantees backed by the general account. 
This shall include: 

i. Amount of risk charges paid by the separate account to the general account for the past five 
(5) years5 as compensation for the risk taken by the general account; and 

ii. Amount paid by the general account due to separate account guarantees during the past 
five (5) years.  

iii. Separate account contracts where the general account provides an inherent or ultimate 
guarantee, such as with pension risk transfer (PRT) or registered index-linked annuity 
(RILA) products. These products often do not have stated yield or death benefit guarantees, 
but rather the general account serves as a final backstop if the separate account assets are 
insufficient to support the product obligations. This disclosure shall identify whether risk 
charges have been provided to the general account and affirm the inclusion of these 
separate account products within asset-liability testing.  

d. Discussion of securities lending transactions and repurchase/reverse repurchase agreements within 
the separate account. , This shall include separately including the amount of any loaned securities 
within the separate account and the amount of any sold / acquired securities under repurchase 
agreements, and if policy and procedures for the separate account differ from the general account. 

e. Discussion of asset transfers that did not reflect sales in exchange for cash between the general 
account and the separate account. This shall include, but not be limited to, asset-for-asset swaps, 
contributions of general account assets to support separate account deficiencies, and dividends of 
assets from the separate account to the general account.  

33.35. For each grouping (as detailed in paragraph 33), the following shall be disclosed: 

a. Premiums, considerations or deposits received during the year; 

 
5 Reporting entities are permitted to prospectively ‘build’ the five-year disclosure. Thus, upon the first year of application of the disclosure 
requirements, reporting entities should illustrate one year of the disclosure requirement. In the second year, the reporting entity would disclose 
two years, and so forth until the disclosure includes five years of disclosures.  
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b. Reserves by the valuation basis of the investments supporting the reserves at the financial statement 
date. List reserves for separate accounts whose assets are carried at fair value separately from those 
whose assets are carried at amortized cost/book value; 

c. Reserves by withdrawal characteristics, including whether or not the separate account is subject to 
discretionary withdrawal. For reserves subject to discretionary withdrawal, the below categories 
are included if applicable: 

i. With market value adjustment; 

ii. at book value without market value adjustment and with surrender charge of 5% or more; 

iii. at fair value; 

iv. at book value without market value adjustment and with surrender charge of less than 5%; 

d. Reserves for asset default risk, as described in paragraph 18.b., that are recorded in lieu of AVR. 

34.36. For the disclosures required in paragraph 32, separate accounts shall be addressed in the following 
groupings (which are the same as those used for risk-based capital): 

a. Separate Accounts with Guarantees: 

1. Indexed separate accounts, which are invested to mirror an established index which is the 
basis of the guarantee; 

2. Nonindexed separate accounts, with reserve interest rate at no greater than 4% and/or fund 
long-term interest guarantee in excess of a year that does not exceed 4%; 

3. Nonindexed separate accounts, with reserve interest rate at greater than 4% and/or fund 
long-term interest guarantee in excess of a year that exceeds 4%. 

b. Nonguaranteed Separate Accounts—Variable separate accounts, where the benefit is determined 
by the performance and/or fair value of the investments held in the separate account. Include 
variable accounts with incidental risks, nominal expense, and minimum death benefit guarantees. 

35.37. Provide a reconciliation of the amount reported as transfers to and from separate accounts in the Summary 
of Operations of the separate accounts statement and the amount reported as net transfers to or from separate 
accounts in the Summary of Operations of the general accounts statement. 

36.38. The disclosures in SSAP No. 51R—Life Contracts, and SSAP No. 61R—Life, Deposit-Type and Accident 
and Health Reinsurance related to the withdrawal characteristics of products include separate account products and 
shall be completed in the general account disclosures. 

37.39. The Separate Account Annual Statement Blank shall include detailed information on the characteristics of 
the separate account assets, specifically categorizing separate account assets in accordance with the following 
characteristics: 

a. Identification of separate account assets that are legally insulated from the general account and 
those which are not legally insulated. 

b. Aggregation of separate account assets from products registered with the SEC and separate account 
assets from products excluded from registration. In addition to the overall aggregation, this 
disclosure shall specifically identify separate account assets from private placement variable 
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annuities (PPVA) and private placement life insurance (PPLI). The disclosures in this paragraph 
(36.b.) are were effective December 31, 2018. 

c. Amount of separate account assets that represent seed money, other fees and expenses due to the 
general account, and additional required surplus amounts.6 This disclosure shall include the amount 
of seed money and other fees and expenses currently included in the separate account, as well as 
the amount of seed money received and repaid to the general account during the current year. This 
disclosure shall also include information on insulation (if applicable)7, the time duration for which 
seed money and other fees and expenses due the general account are retained in the separate 
account, and information on how whether seed money is invested pursuant to general account 
directives or in accordance with stated policies and procedures. 

d. Identification of the separate account assets in which the investment directive is not determined by 
a contractholder. (In most instances, having multiple investment choices at the option of a 
contractholder would be considered a situation in which the investment directive is determined by 
a contractholder. This is not true for situations in which the asset is invested in a manner that mirrors 
the investment directives of the general account.) Situations in which the investment directive is 
not determined by the contractholder (and situations in which the reporting entity is the 
contractholder) shall include disclosure regarding whether the investments of the respective 
separate account assets, if included within the general account investments, would have resulted 
with the reporting entity exceeding any investment limitations imposed on the general account. 

e. Identification of the separate account assets in which less than 100% of investment proceeds are 
attributed to a contractholder. This shall include identification of the separate account investment 
income attributed to the reporting entity during the reporting period and whether such income was 
transferred to the general account or reinvested within the separate account. Instances in which 
such income is reinvested within the separate account shall include disclosure on whether the 
subsequent investments, if categorized with investments in the general account, would have 
exceeded investment limitations imposed on the general account.    

f. Identification of the assets supporting separate account contracts where the general account 
provides an inherent or ultimate guarantee, such as with pension risk transfer (PRT) or registered 
index-linked annuity (RILA) products. These products often do not have stated yield or death 
benefit guarantees, but the general account serves as a final backstop if the separate account assets 
are insufficient to support the product obligations or by the general account providing an inherent 
guarantee, although a distinct performance guarantee is not specified (such as a minimum crediting 
rate, death benefit, etc.).  

38.40. For all separate account assets not reported at fair value, indicate the measurement basis (amortized cost or 
other method) for each asset (or asset class) and whether the measurement method was grandfathered in under the 
transitionis pursuant to the guidance in this SSAP, or whether the measurement method is allowed under a 
prescribed or permitted practice. This disclosure shall include a comparison of the assets’ reported value to fair 
value with identification of the resulting unrealized gain/loss that would have been recorded if the assets had been 
reported at fair value.  

41. For all separate accounts that include securities lending transactions, disclose the reporting entity’s use and 
policy of securities lending within the separate account, including the amount of loaned securities from the separate 
account at the reporting date, the percentage of separate account assets lent as of that date, a description for which 

 
6 Additional Required Surplus Amounts is defined as additional or permanent surplus that is required to be retained in the separate account 
in accordance with state law or regulations. These amounts should not include reinvested separate account investment proceeds that have not 
been allocated to separate account contract holders. 

7 As seed money is considered a temporary transfer of funds, it is generally not considered insulated. 
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type of accounts (e.g., book value accounts, market value account accounts) are lent, if the separate account 
policyholder is notified or approves of such practices, the policy for requiring collateral, whether the collateral is 
restricted and the amount of collateral for transactions that extend beyond one year from the reporting date. This 
disclosure requires the entity to provide the following information as of the date of the statement of financial 
position: (1) the aggregate amount of contractually obligated open collateral positions (aggregate amount of 
securities at current fair value or cash received for which the borrower may request the return of on demand) and 
the aggregate amount of contractually obligated collateral positions under 30-day, 60-day, 90-day, and greater than 
90-day terms, (2) the aggregate fair value of all securities acquired from the sale, trade and use of the accepted 
collateral (reinvested collateral), and (3) information about the sources and uses of that collateral. 

42. For all separate accounts that include repurchase/reverse repurchase (repo) agreements, disclose the 
reporting entity’s use and policies of repo agreements within the separate account, including the following: (1) fair 
value of securities sold or acquired, (2) cash collateral and the fair value of security collateral received or provided, 
(3) recognized liability or receivable for the return of collateral. 

39.43. Identify all products reported as a separate account product under statutory accounting principles and 
identify whether each product was classified differently under GAAP. For products that resulted with different 
classifications between GAAP and SAP, identify the characteristic(s) of the product that prevented it from receiving 
a separate account classification under GAAP. This disclosure is applicable for all reporting entities. Thus, if GAAP 
financial statements were not filed, the reporting entity should complete this disclosure as if GAAP financials had 
been completed. 

40.44. Refer to the Preamble for further discussion regarding disclosure requirements. 

Relevant Literature 

41.45. This statement rejects ASU 2022-05, Transition for Sold Contracts, ASU 2018-12, Targeted Improvements 
to the Accounting for Long-Duration Contracts, and AICPA Statement of Position 03-1, Accounting and Reporting 
by Insurance Enterprises for Certain Nontraditional Long-Duration Contracts and for Separate Accounts (SOP 03-
1). The disclosure elements included within this SSAP are derived from the criteria for separate account reporting 
under SOP 03-1; however, this SSAP does not restrict separate account reporting pursuant to the criteria established 
in SOP 03-1. 

42.46. This statement incorporates the requirements of Appendices A-200, A-250, A-255, A-270, A-585, A-588, 
A-620, A-695, A-812, A-820, A-821, A-822 the Actuarial Standards Board Actuarial Standards of Practice, and the 
actuarial guidelines found in Appendix C of this Manual. 

Effective Date and Transition 

43.47. This statement is effective for years beginning January 1, 2001. Contracts with assets held in a Separate 
Account that were issued in accordance with applicable state laws and regulations and issued prior to that effective 
date, for which assets and liabilities have been recorded using a consistent basis since issue, i.e., both assets and 
liabilities are recorded either as if in the general account (“book value”) or as at fair value (current interest rates 
based on market rates shall be used for liabilities when assets are recorded at fair value), shall continue to be 
recorded using such basis until such time as the applicable contract terms or provisions are substantially changed, 
such as by a contract amendment modifying interest rate or withdrawal provisions. State laws and regulations shall 
be understood to include anything considered authoritative by the domiciliary state under the individual state’s 
statutory authority and due process procedures. Changes that do not require change in the basis of recording would 
include: address changes, continued deposits, and other non-substantive changes such as these. For example, 
additional funds received after January 1, 2001 under contracts issued prior to January 1, 2001 may continue to be 
recorded using the basis in effect prior to January 1, 2001 until such time as a triggering change is made. A change 
resulting from the adoption of this statement shall be accounted for as a change in accounting principle in accordance 
with SSAP No. 3—Accounting Changes and Corrections of Errors. 
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44.48. Disclosure revisions adopted in September 2009 to paragraphs 30-39 shall initially be reported within the 
2010 annual financial statements, with annual reporting thereafter.  

REFERENCES 

Other 

 NAIC Financial Condition Examiners Handbook 

 Actuarial Standards Board Actuarial Standards of Practice 

Relevant Issue Papers 

 Issue Paper No. 89—Separate Accounts 

 Issue Paper No. 110—Life Contracts, Deposit-Type Contracts and Separate Accounts, 
Amendments to SSAP No. 51—Life Contracts, SSAP No. 52—Deposit-Type Contracts, and SSAP 
No. 56—Separate Accounts 

GLOSSARY  
Guarantee represents an insurance company's general account contractual obligation to reimburse life insurance 
and annuity policyholders for their separate account investment losses including the return of principal, minimum 
crediting rates, minimum death, withdrawal, accumulation of income benefits and no-lapse guarantees, and for 
separate account mortality losses. 
 
NAIC Staff Question: From informal discussions with industry reps, NAIC staff do not have the impression that 
the above definition of a guarantee captures the inherent guarantee when the general account is a backstop to the 
separate account. Rather, the above definition only captures explicit guarantees, such as a guaranteed yield, death 
benefit, etc. NAIC staff requests feedback on this interpretation and comments on whether revisions are necessary 
to ensure consistent interpretation with regulators and reporting entities.  

Insulation is the legal protection of separate account assets equal to the reserves and supporting contract liabilities 
from the general account liabilities of the insurance enterprise ensuring that the separate account contract holder is 
not subjected to insurer default risk to the extent of their assets held in the separate account. 
 
Risk Charge is the contractual amount the general account charges the separate account policyholders’ account for 
compensation relating to the general account’s guarantee on separate account assets or contract performance. 
 
Total Maximum Guarantee is the difference between the total amount of liability the general account is subject 
to reimbursing as at the balance sheet date and the policyholder's contract value referenced by the guarantee (e.g., 
account value). For guarantees in the event of death, it is the minimum guaranteed amount available to the 
contractholder upon death in excess of the contractholder's contract value referenced by the guarantee (e.g., account 
balance) at the balance sheet date. For guarantees of amounts at annuitization, it is the present value of the minimum 
guaranteed annuity payments available to the contractholder determined in accordance with the terms of the contract 
in excess of the contract value referenced by the guarantee (e.g., account balance). 
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On December 17, 2024, the Statutory Accounting Principles (E) Working Group exposed revisions to SSAP No. 
56—Separate Accounts, as shown below as “2024 December Exposed Revisions,” for a comment period ending 
January 31, 2025. The revisions from the prior exposure are summarized in the following bullets, included within 
the tracked changes, and shaded for easy identification.   
 
Revisions reflected from the 2024 Summer National Meeting Exposure: 
 

 Paragraph 18b: Revisions to incorporate some ACLI comments to clarify that separate account contracts 
similar to contracts found in the general account, but do not directly pass all investment experience of the 
underlying assets to the policyholder, may be recorded as if the assets were held in the general account. The 
revisions delete the reference to the general account providing contract benefits not directly tied to 
performance of the underlying assets, with updated language that the general account may serve as an 
overall backstop or provide an implied guarantee. The revisions do not reflect the ACLI comments to 
remove the example contracts, and the examples have been expanded to include BOLI contracts as that was 
identified by the ACLI as another common contract reported at book value in the separate account.  
 

 Paragraph 22: Revisions add guidance that other types of asset transfers shall be recorded at fair value. 
Although the ACLI did not agree with codifying the measurement approach guidance for these transfers 
and referred to existing separate account memorandums of understanding filed with the domestic regulator, 
this was supported in accordance with the statutory accounting consistency concept. By codifying a set 
measurement method, then deviations utilized and approved by the domiciliary regulator shall be detailed 
in Note 1. With this addition, comments are requested on whether additional guidance, particularly with the 
treatment of IMR for these transfers, shall be incorporated. The impact to IMR for these items was also 
noted to be included as a discussion topic at the IMR ad hoc group.  

 
2024 December Exposed Revisions to SSAP No. 56:  
(The tracked changes to paragraph 18b and 22 are shaded. Paragraph references have also been shaded for 
subsequent confirmation. Please note that footnote references are continuing the number from the prior 
exposure and will be updated to restart at 1 in the adoption version.)  
 
SCOPE OF STATEMENT 
1. This statement establishes statutory accounting principles for accounting and reporting for separate 
accounts in both the general account and separate account statements. 

SUMMARY CONCLUSION 

Introduction 

2. Separate accounts are used to fund variable life insurance, variable annuities, modified guaranteed annuities 
and modified guaranteed life insurance, or various group contracts under pension or other employee benefit plans 
where funds are held in a separate account to support a liability. When separate accounts are established and filed 
accordingly, they may be used to fund guaranteed benefits. Separate account contracts may also be used to 
accumulate funds which are intended to be applied at some later time to provide life insurance or to accumulate 
proceeds applied under settlement or dividend options. 

3. Assets held in separate accounts are owned by the insurer. All investment income and realized and 
unrealized capital gains and losses from assets allocated to a separate account, net of related investment expenses, 
are generally reflected in the separate account and, except for modified guaranteed annuities, modified guaranteed 
life insurance, and separate accounts established and filed to provide guaranteed benefits, investment performance 
is generally not guaranteed by the insurer. Charges relating to contract guarantees, administration, and investment 
management are deducted from separate accounts. 
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General Account Reporting 

4. Insurance activities such as sales, underwriting and contract administration, premium collection and 
payment of premium taxes, claims, and benefits are functions of the insurance company distinct from the separate 
account and shall be accounted for as transactions of the general account. 

5. For those separate account contracts classified as life contracts under SSAP No. 50—Classification of 
Insurance or Managed Care Contracts, premiums and annuity considerations shall be recorded as income in the 
Summary of Operations of the general account, and as transfers to premiums and considerations in the separate 
account statement. Deposit-type contracts shall be recorded in the general account in accordance with SSAP No. 
52—Deposit-Type Contracts.(INT 00-03) Charges (e.g., fees associated with investment management, administration, 
and contract guarantees) assessed on the separate accounts, as well as the net gain from operations of the separate 
account, shall be recorded as income in the Summary of Operations of the general account. Expenses relating to 
investment management, administration, and contract guarantees pertaining to separate account operations, as well 
as benefits and surrenders incurred on behalf of separate account contracts classified as life contracts, net transfers 
between separate accounts, commissions, and premium taxes (if any) shall be recorded as expenses in the Summary 
of Operations of the general account. 

6. The general account shall include the total assets and liabilities, including transfers due or accrued, of any 
separate accounts business which it maintains and, therefore, the surplus, if any, of its separate accounts business. 
Transfers to the general account due or accrued shall be reported on a net basis so that the asset and the liability 
totals of the general account are not overstated. Changes in the surplus of the separate accounts business of an 
insurer, except for changes resulting from the net gain from operations of the separate account, shall be charged or 
credited directly to the unassigned funds (surplus) of the general account. 

7. Where a variable annuity contract or variable life insurance contract contains a guaranteed minimum death 
benefit, any reserve liability for such death benefit provision shall be recorded and held in the general account based 
on the reserving guidance in paragraphs 25 and 26. Any differences between the benefit paid and the separate 
account asset value of the contract shall be charged against or credited to the general account in its net gain from 
operations. 

8. Separate account surplus may not become negative. For example, for separate account contracts which have 
annuitized (i.e., contracts in the payout stage), lower than expected mortality on variable annuity contracts 
containing mortality guarantees may cause a deficiency in the investment funds underlying the contract reserves. 
Thus the general account incurs an expense and the separate account realizes revenue to cover the deficiency, if 
necessary. Conversely, excess funds from higher than expected mortality will result in mortality gains, which are 
included in the Summary of Operations of the separate account and are ultimately recorded as equity in net income 
from separate account operations as discussed in paragraph 5. 

9. Separate account surplus created through the use of the commissioners’ reserve valuation method (CRVM), 
commissioners’ annuity reserve valuation method (CARVM), or other reserving methods, shall be reported by the 
general account as an unsettled transfer from the separate account. The net change on such transfers shall be 
included as a part of the net gain from operations in the general account. 

10. Surplus funds transferred from the general account to the separate account, commonly referred to as seed 
money, and earnings accumulated thereon shall be reported as surplus in the separate accounts until transferred or 
repatriated to the general account. The transfer of such funds between the separate account and the general account 
shall be reported as surplus contributed or withdrawn during the year. 

11. If an Asset Valuation Reserve (AVR) is required for investments held by separate accounts, it is combined 
with the general account AVR and accounted for in the general account financial statements (see SSAP No. 7—
Asset Valuation Reserve and Interest Maintenance Reserve). The criteria for determining when an AVR is required 
for separate accounts are described in paragraph 18 of this statement. 
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12. Reporting entities collect fees for managing Separate Account Guaranteed Investment Contracts (GICs), 
Synthetic GICs, as well as participating separate account group annuities. These are in the form of administrative 
fees, risk fees and some investment management fees. For defined contribution business, these are in the form of 
fees related to mutual fund management. These fees are meant to offset expenses and generate some profit. 

13. Amounts receivable from contractholders for separate account management fees meet the definition of 
assets as set forth in SSAP No. 4—Assets and Nonadmitted Assets. 

14. An evaluation shall be made of the amounts receivable to determine any nonadmitted amounts. Next, an 
evaluation shall be made in accordance with SSAP No. 5R—Liabilities, Contingencies and Impairments of Assets, 
to determine whether there is an impairment. This two-step process is set forth below: 

c. Uncollected separate account management fees receivable over ninety days due shall be accounted 
for as a nonadmitted asset. Reporting entities shall begin aging the receivable when it is 
contractually required to be billed, or in the absence of contract specifications, when the reporting 
entity actually sends the bill to the contractholder; 

d. Remaining amounts determined to be uncollectible shall be written off. If in accordance with SSAP 
No. 5R, it is “probable” the amount receivable is uncollectible, any uncollectible amount receivable 
shall be written off against operations in the period such determination is made. If it is “reasonably 
possible” the amount receivable is uncollectible, the disclosure requirements outlined in SSAP No. 
5R, paragraph 32, shall be made. 

Separate Account Reporting 

15. The separate accounts annual statement is concerned with the flow of funds related to investment activities 
and obligations of the separate accounts and with the transfer of funds between the separate account and the general 
account. As a result, the separate account statement shall report only the assets, liabilities, and operations of the 
separate account and shall not include general account expenses related to investment management, administration, 
or contract guarantees pertaining to separate account operations which are recorded in the general account. 

16. The separate account records premiums, considerations (net of loading for sales charges such as 
commissions and premium taxes) and receipts (other than for net investment income and realized capital gains and 
losses) as income transfers from the general account. Net investment income and realized and unrealized capital 
gains and losses relating to the investment operations of the separate account are recorded as income in the Summary 
of Operations. When the contract provides for such, expenses and taxes associated with the separate account 
investment operations shall be deducted in the determination of net investment income. Deposits and withdrawals 
on deposit-type contracts shall be recorded in the Summary of Operations. Benefits and surrenders, reserve 
transfers, policy loans8, policyholder charges (e.g., fees associated with investment management, administration, 
and contract guarantees), and federal income taxes relating to the separate account are recorded as expense transfers 
to the general account in the Summary of Operations. The net change in aggregate reserves relating to separate 
account contracts is reported as an expense in the Summary of Operations. 

Measurement of Separate Account Assets 
 
17. Assets supporting separate account contracts, except for contracts captured in paragraph 18, shall be 
reported at fair value, as determined under SSAP No. 100—Fair Value. Assets held in the separate account that 
reflect seed money from the general account shall follow all provisions of the SSAP to which the asset would be 

 
8 Policy loans related to separate account products shall follow the guidance in SSAP No. 49—Policy Loans. As detailed within SSAP No. 
49, as part of the expense transfer, policy loans related to separate account products require a liquidation of the separate account assets to 
fund the loan issued by the general account. A transfer of assets from the separate account to the general account must have occurred to fund 
the policy loan issuance; otherwise the policy loan is nonadmitted in the general account. 
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applicable if held in the general account. Assets that would not qualify for admittance in the general account are not 
permitted to be used as seed money in the separate account.  

18. Assets supporting the following separate account contracts are permitted to be reported as if the assets were 
held in the general account. This measurement method is referred to as “book value.” For these assets, measurement 
shall follow all provisions of the SSAP to which the asset would be applicable if held in the general account. Assets 
that would not qualify for admittance in the general account are not permitted in a book-value separate account. 
Separate account contracts that do not qualify in the following categories are not permitted at book value without a 
permitted or prescribed practice from the state of domicile.  

a. Assets supporting fund accumulation contracts (GICs), which do not participate in underlying 
portfolio experience, with a fixed interest rate guarantee, purchased under a retirement plan or plan 
of deferred compensation or established or maintained by an employer, will be recorded as if the 
assets were held in the general account. 

b. With approval of the state insurance regulator, assets supporting insulated or non-insulated separate 
account contracts that are similar to contracts generally found in the general account9, but do not 
directly pass all investment experience of the underlying assets to the policyholder may be recorded 
as if the assets were held in the general account. Unlike traditional separate account contracts, these 
contracts do not have investment directives determined by the contract holder and investment 
performance results are not attributed to a specific contract holder. Furthermore, unlike traditional 
separate account contracts, the insurance reporting entity (general account) is often ultimately 
obligated to provide contract benefits that are not directly tied to the performance of the underlying 
assets, resulting with The general account may serve serving as an overall backstop or may provide 
providing an implied guarantee, although a distinct performance guarantee may is not be specified 
(such as a minimum crediting rate, death benefit, etc.). Examples of contracts expected to be 
captured within this provision include, but are not limited to, pension risk transfer (PRT) contracts, 
bank-owned life insurance (BOLI) and registered index-linked annuity (RILA) contracts.  

NAIC Staff Question: Although the ACLI letter only identified BOLI contracts, NAIC staff wants to confirm 
whether COLI contracts should also be named. Generally, references to BOLI also include COLI, but NAIC staff 
is not certain whether both should be captured as a common book value separate account contracts.  

18. Assets supporting fund accumulation contracts (GICs), which do not participate in underlying portfolio 
experience, with a fixed interest rate guarantee, purchased under a retirement plan or plan of deferred compensation, 
established or maintained by an employer, will be recorded as if the assets were held in the general account. Assets 
supporting all other contractual benefits shall be recorded at fair value on the date of valuation, or if there is no 
readily available market, then in accordance with the valuation procedures in the applicable contract. 

Assets Transfers Between the General Account and Separate Account 
 
19. Asset transfers that reflect sales for cash between the general account and separate account shall occur at 
fair value10. Specified guidance based on the measurement method of the assets in the separate account are detailed 
in paragraphs 20-21.  

20. Asset sales for cash between the general account and “fair value” separate accounts:  

 
9 The inclusion of this guidance does not imply support for these contracts within the separate account instead of the general account. The 
domiciliary state insurance regulator is responsible for assessing and approving separate account contract classification in accordance with 
state statutes. 

10 This guidance is specific to asset sales for cash and is not intended to reflect administration functions for the payment of amounts owed to 
separate account policyholders/contractholders that may occur from the general account with reimbursement from the separate account.  
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a. The account (either general or separate account) selling the asset shall receive cash equal to fair 
value and dispose of the asset from the investment schedules at fair value.  

b. Assets sold from the general account shall result in a realized gain or loss based on the difference 
between fair value and book adjusted carrying value (BACV). The realized gain or loss, if resulting 
from interest rate changes, shall be allocated to the general account IMR and amortized as if the 
asset had been sold to an unrelated third party. Realized gains from these transactions shall not be 
deferred pursuant to SSAP No. 25—Affiliates and Other Related Parties, paragraph 17. Realized 
losses from credit-related factors shall be allocated to the AVR.  

c. Assets sold from a “fair value” separate account shall not result in a realized gain or loss.  

d. The account (either general or separate account) purchasing the asset shall initially recognize the 
acquired asset at fair value. Subsequent measurements of the acquired asset should reflect the 
measurement method of the general or separate account.  

21. Asset sales for cash between the general account and “book value” separate accounts:  

a. Seller - The account (either general or separate account) selling the asset shall receive cash equal 
to fair value and dispose of the asset from the investment schedules at fair value with recognition 
of a realized gain or loss. The realized gain or loss, if resulting from interest rate changes, shall be 
allocated to IMR and amortized in the selling account as if the asset had been sold to an unrelated 
third party. The transfer of an asset under this guidance that results in a gain shall not be deferred 
by the selling account pursuant to SSAP No. 25, paragraph 17, as such a deferral would create a 
mismatch in the IMR recognition between the general/separate accounts. Realized losses from 
credit-related factors shall be allocated to the AVR. 

b. Purchaser - The account (either general or separate account) purchasing the asset shall recognize 
the acquired asset at the BACV from the selling account. The difference between the asset’s fair 
value and the BACV shall be reported to IMR in the purchasing account.  

c. The IMR activity between the selling account and the purchasing account shall be equal and 
offsetting resulting in a net zero impact in the IMR between the two accounts. IMR is tracked and 
reported separately in the general account and the separate account, but the net impact of the two 
accounts shall equal zero for each transfer transaction.  

d. Subsequent to initial acquisition, the purchasing account shall account for the acquired asset 
pursuant to the measurement method of the applicable SSAP.  

22. Asset transfers that do not reflect sales for cash between the general account and separate account are 
subject to domiciliary state approval and shall be recorded at fair value. Any transfer that does not represent an asset 
sale for cash shall be specifically disclosed in both the general account and separate account as detailed in paragraph 
34.e. This shall include, but not be limited to, the following transfers: 

a. Asset to asset swaps  

b. Contributions of general account assets to support separate account deficiencies 

c. Dividends of assets from the separate account to the general account.  

NAIC Staff Question: With the revision requiring fair value measurement, comments are requested on whether 
additional guidance, particularly with the treatment of IMR, is needed.  
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Separate Account AVR and IMR Reporting 

19.23. An AVR is generally required for separate accounts when the insurerreporting entity, rather than the 
policyholder/contractholder, suffers the loss in the event of asset default or fair value loss. An AVR is required 
unless: 

a. The asset default or fair value risk is borne directly by the policyholders; or 

b. The regulatory authority for such separate accounts already explicitly provides for a reserve for 
asset default risk, where such reserves are essentially equivalent to the AVR. 

20.24. Assets supporting traditional variable annuities and variable life insuranceseparate accounts that would 
qualify for separate account classification under U.S. GAAP generally do not require an AVR because the 
policyholders/contractholders bear the risk of change in the value of the assets. However, for those contracts an 
AVR is required for that portion of the assets representing seed money (including accumulated earnings on seed 
money) from the general account. the insurer’s equity interest in the investments of the separate account (e.g., seed 
money). 

21.25. Assets supporting separate account contracts where the insurer bears the risk of investment performance, 
which shall include all book value separate accounts, typical modified guaranteed contracts, market value adjusted 
contracts, and contracts with book value guarantees similar to contracts generally found in the general account do 
require an AVR because the insurer is responsible for credit related asset or fair value loss. 

22.26. “Book Value” separate accounts, pursuant to paragraph 18, Certain separate accounts are alsoare required 
to maintain an Interest Maintenance Reserve (IMR). Separate accounts with assets reported at fair value are not 
required to maintain an IMR. The IMR requirements for investments held in separate accounts are applied on an 
account by account basis. OnceIf an IMR is required for a separate account, all of the investments in that separate 
account are subject to the requirement. If an IMR is not required for a separate account, none of the investments in 
that separate account are subject to the requirement. 

23. As detailed in the Annual Statement Instructions, An IMR is required for separate accounts with assets 
recorded at book value, but is not required for separate accounts with assets recorded at fair value. For example, 
separate accounts for traditional variable annuities or variable life insurance do not require an IMR because assets 
and liabilities are valued at fair value. 

24.27. If an  Separate account IMR is required for investments held by separate accounts, it is kept separate from 
the general account IMR and accounted for in the separate accounts statement. 

25.28. The AVR and IMR shall be calculated and reported in accordance with SSAP No. 7—Asset Valuation 
Reserve and Interest Maintenance Reserve and the NAIC Annual Statement Instructions for Life, Accident and 
Health Insurance Companies. 

Policy Reserves 

26.29. Statutory policy reserves shall be established for all contractual obligations of the insurer arising out of the 
provisions of the insurance contract. Where separate benefits are included in a contract, a reserve for each benefit 
shall be established as required in Appendix A-820. These statutory policy reserves are generally calculated as the 
excess of the present value of future benefits to be paid to or on behalf of policyholders less the present value of 
future net premiums. Statutory policy reserves meet the definition of liabilities as defined in SSAP No. 5R—
Liabilities, Contingencies and Impairments of Assets. The actuarial methodologies referred to in the following 
paragraph meet the criteria required for reasonable estimates in SSAP No. 5R. 

27.30. The reserving methodologies and assumptions used in computation of policy reserves shall also meet the 
provisions of Appendices A-200, A-250, A-255, A-270; A-585, A-588, A-620, A-695, A-820, A-822 and the 
actuarial guidelines found in Appendix C of this Manual. Where separate account contracts have guaranteed 
elements, the basis for determining the value of the liability shall be consistent with the basis used for asset values 
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(i.e., valuation interest rates as defined in Appendix A-820 shall be used when assets are recorded as if held in the 
general account and current interest rates based on market rates shall be used when assets are recorded at fair value). 
Further, policy reserves shall be in compliance with those Actuarial Standards of Practice promulgated by the 
Actuarial Standards Board. 

28.31. Statutory policy reserves for those group annuity contracts or other contracts that, in whole or in part, 
establish the insurer’s obligations by reference to a segregated portfolio of assets not owned by the insurer shall be 
established in accordance with the guidance in Appendix A-695. Statutory policy reserves for those contracts with 
nonlevel premiums or benefits, or contracts with secondary guarantees shall be established in accordance with the 
guidance in Appendix A-830. Statutory policy reserves for those group life contracts utilizing a separate account 
that meet the requirements outlined in paragraph 1 of Appendix A-200 shall be computed in accordance with the 
guidance in that appendix. 

Other Liabilities 

29.32. The separate account shall accrue as a liability, subject to contractual provisions, amounts payable, 
including, but not limited to: 

j. Fees associated with investment management, administration, and contract guarantees; 

k. Investment expenses; 

l. Investment taxes, licenses, and fees (Investment taxes such as real estate taxes, licenses and fees 
(excluding federal income taxes) are usually paid directly by the separate account but may be 
transferred to the general account for payment); 

m. Federal income taxes; 

n. Unearned investment income; 

o. Net transfer due to (from) the general account; 

p. Remittances and items not allocated; 

q. Payable for investments purchased; 

r. Net adjustments in assets and liabilities due to foreign exchange rates. 

Seed Money 

30. When a new separate account is initiated, the insurer may make a temporary transfer of surplus funds 
commonly referred to as seed money to the separate account. Such funds and earnings accumulated thereon shall 
be reported as surplus in the separate accounts statement until transferred or repatriated to the general account. The 
transfer of such funds to and from the separate account shall be reported as surplus contributed or withdrawn during 
the year. 

Disclosures 

31.33. Paragraphs 31-35 detail the separate account disclosure requirements that shall be included within the Life, 
Accident and Health Annual Statement Blank. Paragraphs 36-38 detail the separate account disclosure requirements 
that shall be included within the Separate Account Annual Statement Blank.  

32.34. The general account financial statement shall include detailed information on the reporting entity’s separate 
account activity. These disclosures shall include:  

a. A narrative of the general nature of the reporting entity’s separate account business.  
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b. Identification of the separate account assets that are legally insulated from the general account 
claims. 

c. Identification of the separate account products that have guarantees backed by the general account. 
This shall include: 

i. Amount of risk charges paid by the separate account to the general account for the past five 
(5) years11 as compensation for the risk taken by the general account; and 

ii. Amount paid by the general account due to separate account guarantees during the past 
five (5) years.  

iii. Separate account contracts where the general account provides an inherent or ultimate 
guarantee, such as with pension risk transfer (PRT) or registered index-linked annuity 
(RILA) products. These products often do not have stated yield or death benefit guarantees, 
but rather the general account serves as a final backstop if the separate account assets are 
insufficient to support the product obligations. This disclosure shall identify whether risk 
charges have been provided to the general account and affirm the inclusion of these 
separate account products within asset-liability testing.  

d. Discussion of securities lending transactions and repurchase/reverse repurchase agreements within 
the separate account. , This shall include separately including the amount of any loaned securities 
within the separate account and the amount of any sold / acquired securities under repurchase 
agreements, and if policy and procedures for the separate account differ from the general account. 

e. Discussion of asset transfers that did not reflect sales in exchange for cash between the general 
account and the separate account. This shall include, but not be limited to, asset-for-asset swaps, 
contributions of general account assets to support separate account deficiencies, and dividends of 
assets from the separate account to the general account.  

33.35. For each grouping (as detailed in paragraph 33), the following shall be disclosed: 

a. Premiums, considerations or deposits received during the year; 

b. Reserves by the valuation basis of the investments supporting the reserves at the financial statement 
date. List reserves for separate accounts whose assets are carried at fair value separately from those 
whose assets are carried at amortized cost/book value; 

c. Reserves by withdrawal characteristics, including whether or not the separate account is subject to 
discretionary withdrawal. For reserves subject to discretionary withdrawal, the below categories 
are included if applicable: 

v. With market value adjustment; 

vi. at book value without market value adjustment and with surrender charge of 5% or more; 

vii. at fair value; 

viii. at book value without market value adjustment and with surrender charge of less than 5%; 

 
11 Reporting entities are permitted to prospectively ‘build’ the five-year disclosure. Thus, upon the first year of application of the disclosure 
requirements, reporting entities should illustrate one year of the disclosure requirement. In the second year, the reporting entity would disclose 
two years, and so forth until the disclosure includes five years of disclosures.  
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d. Reserves for asset default risk, as described in paragraph 18.b., that are recorded in lieu of AVR. 

34.36. For the disclosures required in paragraph 32, separate accounts shall be addressed in the following 
groupings (which are the same as those used for risk-based capital): 

a. Separate Accounts with Guarantees: 

1. Indexed separate accounts, which are invested to mirror an established index which is the basis 
of the guarantee; 

2. Nonindexed separate accounts, with reserve interest rate at no greater than 4% and/or fund 
long-term interest guarantee in excess of a year that does not exceed 4%; 

3. Nonindexed separate accounts, with reserve interest rate at greater than 4% and/or fund 
long-term interest guarantee in excess of a year that exceeds 4%. 

b. Nonguaranteed Separate Accounts—Variable separate accounts, where the benefit is determined 
by the performance and/or fair value of the investments held in the separate account. Include 
variable accounts with incidental risks, nominal expense, and minimum death benefit guarantees. 

35.37. Provide a reconciliation of the amount reported as transfers to and from separate accounts in the Summary 
of Operations of the separate accounts statement and the amount reported as net transfers to or from separate 
accounts in the Summary of Operations of the general accounts statement. 

36.38. The disclosures in SSAP No. 51R—Life Contracts, and SSAP No. 61R—Life, Deposit-Type and Accident 
and Health Reinsurance related to the withdrawal characteristics of products include separate account products and 
shall be completed in the general account disclosures. 

37.39. The Separate Account Annual Statement Blank shall include detailed information on the characteristics of 
the separate account assets, specifically categorizing separate account assets in accordance with the following 
characteristics: 

a. Identification of separate account assets that are legally insulated from the general account and 
those which are not legally insulated. 

b. Aggregation of separate account assets from products registered with the SEC and separate account 
assets from products excluded from registration. In addition to the overall aggregation, this 
disclosure shall specifically identify separate account assets from private placement variable 
annuities (PPVA) and private placement life insurance (PPLI). The disclosures in this paragraph 
(36.b.) are were effective December 31, 2018. 

c. Amount of separate account assets that represent seed money, other fees and expenses due to the 
general account, and additional required surplus amounts.12 This disclosure shall include the 
amount of seed money and other fees and expenses currently included in the separate account, as 
well as the amount of seed money received and repaid to the general account during the current 
year. This disclosure shall also include information on insulation (if applicable)13, the time duration 
for which seed money and other fees and expenses due the general account are retained in the 

 
12 Additional Required Surplus Amounts is defined as additional or permanent surplus that is required to be retained in the separate account 
in accordance with state law or regulations. These amounts should not include reinvested separate account investment proceeds that have not 
been allocated to separate account contract holders. 

13 As seed money is considered a temporary transfer of funds, it is generally not considered insulated. 
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separate account, and information on how whether seed money is invested pursuant to general 
account directives or in accordance with stated policies and procedures. 

d. Identification of the separate account assets in which the investment directive is not determined by 
a contractholder. (In most instances, having multiple investment choices at the option of a 
contractholder would be considered a situation in which the investment directive is determined by 
a contractholder. This is not true for situations in which the asset is invested in a manner that mirrors 
the investment directives of the general account.) Situations in which the investment directive is 
not determined by the contractholder (and situations in which the reporting entity is the 
contractholder) shall include disclosure regarding whether the investments of the respective 
separate account assets, if included within the general account investments, would have resulted 
with the reporting entity exceeding any investment limitations imposed on the general account. 

e. Identification of the separate account assets in which less than 100% of investment proceeds are 
attributed to a contractholder. This shall include identification of the separate account investment 
income attributed to the reporting entity during the reporting period and whether such income was 
transferred to the general account or reinvested within the separate account. Instances in which 
such income is reinvested within the separate account shall include disclosure on whether the 
subsequent investments, if categorized with investments in the general account, would have 
exceeded investment limitations imposed on the general account.    

f. Identification of the assets supporting separate account contracts where the general account 
provides an inherent or ultimate guarantee, such as with pension risk transfer (PRT) or registered 
index-linked annuity (RILA) products. These products often do not have stated yield or death 
benefit guarantees, but the general account serves as a final backstop if the separate account assets 
are insufficient to support the product obligations or by the general account providing an inherent 
guarantee, although a distinct performance guarantee is not specified (such as a minimum crediting 
rate, death benefit, etc.).  

38.40. For all separate account assets not reported at fair value, indicate the measurement basis (amortized cost or 
other method) for each asset (or asset class) and whether the measurement method was grandfathered in under the 
transitionis pursuant to the guidance in this SSAP, or whether the measurement method is allowed under a 
prescribed or permitted practice. This disclosure shall include a comparison of the assets’ reported value to fair 
value with identification of the resulting unrealized gain/loss that would have been recorded if the assets had been 
reported at fair value.  

41. For all separate accounts that include securities lending transactions, disclose the reporting entity’s use and 
policy of securities lending within the separate account, including the amount of loaned securities from the separate 
account at the reporting date, the percentage of separate account assets lent as of that date, a description for which 
type of accounts (e.g., book value accounts, market value account accounts) are lent, if the separate account 
policyholder is notified or approves of such practices, the policy for requiring collateral, whether the collateral is 
restricted and the amount of collateral for transactions that extend beyond one year from the reporting date. This 
disclosure requires the entity to provide the following information as of the date of the statement of financial 
position: (1) the aggregate amount of contractually obligated open collateral positions (aggregate amount of 
securities at current fair value or cash received for which the borrower may request the return of on demand) and 
the aggregate amount of contractually obligated collateral positions under 30-day, 60-day, 90-day, and greater than 
90-day terms, (2) the aggregate fair value of all securities acquired from the sale, trade and use of the accepted 
collateral (reinvested collateral), and (3) information about the sources and uses of that collateral. 

42. For all separate accounts that include repurchase/reverse repurchase (repo) agreements, disclose the 
reporting entity’s use and policies of repo agreements within the separate account, including the following: (1) fair 
value of securities sold or acquired, (2) cash collateral and the fair value of security collateral received or provided, 
(3) recognized liability or receivable for the return of collateral. 
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39.43. Identify all products reported as a separate account product under statutory accounting principles and 
identify whether each product was classified differently under GAAP. For products that resulted with different 
classifications between GAAP and SAP, identify the characteristic(s) of the product that prevented it from receiving 
a separate account classification under GAAP. This disclosure is applicable for all reporting entities. Thus, if GAAP 
financial statements were not filed, the reporting entity should complete this disclosure as if GAAP financials had 
been completed. 

40.44. Refer to the Preamble for further discussion regarding disclosure requirements. 

Relevant Literature 

41.45. This statement rejects ASU 2022-05, Transition for Sold Contracts, ASU 2018-12, Targeted Improvements 
to the Accounting for Long-Duration Contracts, and AICPA Statement of Position 03-1, Accounting and Reporting 
by Insurance Enterprises for Certain Nontraditional Long-Duration Contracts and for Separate Accounts (SOP 03-
1). The disclosure elements included within this SSAP are derived from the criteria for separate account reporting 
under SOP 03-1; however, this SSAP does not restrict separate account reporting pursuant to the criteria established 
in SOP 03-1. 

42.46. This statement incorporates the requirements of Appendices A-200, A-250, A-255, A-270, A-585, A-588, 
A-620, A-695, A-812, A-820, A-821, A-822 the Actuarial Standards Board Actuarial Standards of Practice, and the 
actuarial guidelines found in Appendix C of this Manual. 

Effective Date and Transition 

43.47. This statement is effective for years beginning January 1, 2001. Contracts with assets held in a Separate 
Account that were issued in accordance with applicable state laws and regulations and issued prior to that effective 
date, for which assets and liabilities have been recorded using a consistent basis since issue, i.e., both assets and 
liabilities are recorded either as if in the general account (“book value”) or as at fair value (current interest rates 
based on market rates shall be used for liabilities when assets are recorded at fair value), shall continue to be 
recorded using such basis until such time as the applicable contract terms or provisions are substantially changed, 
such as by a contract amendment modifying interest rate or withdrawal provisions. State laws and regulations shall 
be understood to include anything considered authoritative by the domiciliary state under the individual state’s 
statutory authority and due process procedures. Changes that do not require change in the basis of recording would 
include: address changes, continued deposits, and other non-substantive changes such as these. For example, 
additional funds received after January 1, 2001 under contracts issued prior to January 1, 2001 may continue to be 
recorded using the basis in effect prior to January 1, 2001 until such time as a triggering change is made. A change 
resulting from the adoption of this statement shall be accounted for as a change in accounting principle in accordance 
with SSAP No. 3—Accounting Changes and Corrections of Errors. 

44.48. Disclosure revisions adopted in September 2009 to paragraphs 30-39 shall initially be reported within the 
2010 annual financial statements, with annual reporting thereafter.  

REFERENCES 

Other 

 NAIC Financial Condition Examiners Handbook 

 Actuarial Standards Board Actuarial Standards of Practice 

Relevant Issue Papers 

 Issue Paper No. 89—Separate Accounts 

 Issue Paper No. 110—Life Contracts, Deposit-Type Contracts and Separate Accounts, 
Amendments to SSAP No. 51—Life Contracts, SSAP No. 52—Deposit-Type Contracts, and SSAP 
No. 56—Separate Accounts 
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GLOSSARY  
Guarantee represents an insurance company's general account contractual obligation to reimburse life insurance 
and annuity policyholders for their separate account investment losses including the return of principal, minimum 
crediting rates, minimum death, withdrawal, accumulation of income benefits and no-lapse guarantees, and for 
separate account mortality losses. 
 
Insulation is the legal protection of separate account assets equal to the reserves and supporting contract liabilities 
from the general account liabilities of the insurance enterprise ensuring that the separate account contract holder is 
not subjected to insurer default risk to the extent of their assets held in the separate account. 
 
Risk Charge is the contractual amount the general account charges the separate account policyholders’ account for 
compensation relating to the general account’s guarantee on separate account assets or contract performance. 
 
Total Maximum Guarantee is the difference between the total amount of liability the general account is subject 
to reimbursing as at the balance sheet date and the policyholder's contract value referenced by the guarantee (e.g., 
account value). For guarantees in the event of death, it is the minimum guaranteed amount available to the 
contractholder upon death in excess of the contractholder's contract value referenced by the guarantee (e.g., account 
balance) at the balance sheet date. For guarantees of amounts at annuitization, it is the present value of the minimum 
guaranteed annuity payments available to the contractholder determined in accordance with the terms of the contract 
in excess of the contract value referenced by the guarantee (e.g., account balance). 
 
On February 25, 2025, the Statutory Accounting Principles (E) Working Group adopted, as final, revisions to SSAP 
No. 56—Separate Accounts with an effective date of January 1, 2026, with early adoption permitted. The revisions 
clarify the measurement method guidance as well as prescribe guidance for how transfers to/from the general 
account and separate account shall be recognized. The revisions were adopted with limited changes from the prior 
exposure, as detailed in the following bullets, but the full adopted revisions to SSAP No. 56 are shown below: 
 

 Paragraph 22 was revised to incorporate language for the treatment of IMR, referring to the language in 
paragraph 20 & 21.  
 

 Paragraph 24 was revised to exclude contracts captured in paragraph 18 instead of referring to products 
that would be captured as separate accounts products under U.S. GAAP.  

 
 Paragraph 49 was added to incorporate the effective date language.  

 
Adopted Revisions to SSAP No. 56:  
 
SCOPE OF STATEMENT 
 
1. This statement establishes statutory accounting principles for accounting and reporting for separate 
accounts in both the general account and separate account statements. 

SUMMARY CONCLUSION 

Introduction 

2. Separate accounts are used to fund variable life insurance, variable annuities, modified guaranteed annuities 
and modified guaranteed life insurance, or various group contracts under pension or other employee benefit plans 
where funds are held in a separate account to support a liability. When separate accounts are established and filed 
accordingly, they may be used to fund guaranteed benefits. Separate account contracts may also be used to 
accumulate funds which are intended to be applied at some later time to provide life insurance or to accumulate 
proceeds applied under settlement or dividend options. 
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3. Assets held in separate accounts are owned by the insurer. All investment income and realized and 
unrealized capital gains and losses from assets allocated to a separate account, net of related investment expenses, 
are generally reflected in the separate account and, except for modified guaranteed annuities, modified guaranteed 
life insurance, and separate accounts established and filed to provide guaranteed benefits, investment performance 
is generally not guaranteed by the insurer. Charges relating to contract guarantees, administration, and investment 
management are deducted from separate accounts. 

General Account Reporting 

4. Insurance activities such as sales, underwriting and contract administration, premium collection and 
payment of premium taxes, claims, and benefits are functions of the insurance company distinct from the separate 
account and shall be accounted for as transactions of the general account. 

5. For those separate account contracts classified as life contracts under SSAP No. 50—Classification of 
Insurance or Managed Care Contracts, premiums and annuity considerations shall be recorded as income in the 
Summary of Operations of the general account, and as transfers to premiums and considerations in the separate 
account statement. Deposit-type contracts shall be recorded in the general account in accordance with SSAP No. 
52—Deposit-Type Contracts.(INT 00-03) Charges (e.g., fees associated with investment management, administration, 
and contract guarantees) assessed on the separate accounts, as well as the net gain from operations of the separate 
account, shall be recorded as income in the Summary of Operations of the general account. Expenses relating to 
investment management, administration, and contract guarantees pertaining to separate account operations, as well 
as benefits and surrenders incurred on behalf of separate account contracts classified as life contracts, net transfers 
between separate accounts, commissions, and premium taxes (if any) shall be recorded as expenses in the Summary 
of Operations of the general account. 

6. The general account shall include the total assets and liabilities, including transfers due or accrued, of any 
separate accounts business which it maintains and, therefore, the surplus, if any, of its separate accounts business. 
Transfers to the general account due or accrued shall be reported on a net basis so that the asset and the liability 
totals of the general account are not overstated. Changes in the surplus of the separate accounts business of an 
insurer, except for changes resulting from the net gain from operations of the separate account, shall be charged or 
credited directly to the unassigned funds (surplus) of the general account. 

7. Where a variable annuity contract or variable life insurance contract contains a guaranteed minimum death 
benefit, any reserve liability for such death benefit provision shall be recorded and held in the general account based 
on the reserving guidance in paragraphs 25 29 and 2630. Any differences between the benefit paid and the separate 
account asset value of the contract shall be charged against or credited to the general account in its net gain from 
operations. 

8. Separate account surplus may not become negative. For example, for separate account contracts which have 
annuitized (i.e., contracts in the payout stage), lower than expected mortality on variable annuity contracts 
containing mortality guarantees may cause a deficiency in the investment funds underlying the contract reserves. 
Thus the general account incurs an expense and the separate account realizes revenue to cover the deficiency, if 
necessary. Conversely, excess funds from higher than expected mortality will result in mortality gains, which are 
included in the Summary of Operations of the separate account and are ultimately recorded as equity in net income 
from separate account operations as discussed in paragraph 5. 

9. Separate account surplus created through the use of the commissioners’ reserve valuation method (CRVM), 
commissioners’ annuity reserve valuation method (CARVM), or other reserving methods, shall be reported by the 
general account as an unsettled transfer from the separate account. The net change on such transfers shall be 
included as a part of the net gain from operations in the general account. 

10. Surplus funds transferred from the general account to the separate account, commonly referred to as seed 
money, and earnings accumulated thereon shall be reported as surplus in the separate accounts until transferred or 
repatriated to the general account. The transfer of such funds between the separate account and the general account 
shall be reported as surplus contributed or withdrawn during the year. 
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11. If an Asset Valuation Reserve (AVR) is required for investments held by separate accounts, it is combined 
with the general account AVR and accounted for in the general account financial statements (see SSAP No. 7—
Asset Valuation Reserve and Interest Maintenance Reserve). The criteria for determining when an AVR is required 
for separate accounts are described in paragraph 2318 of this statement. 

12. Reporting entities collect fees for managing Separate Account Guaranteed Investment Contracts (GICs), 
Synthetic GICs, as well as participating separate account group annuities. These are in the form of administrative 
fees, risk fees and some investment management fees. For defined contribution business, these are in the form of 
fees related to mutual fund management. These fees are meant to offset expenses and generate some profit. 

13. Amounts receivable from contractholders for separate account management fees meet the definition of 
assets as set forth in SSAP No. 4—Assets and Nonadmitted Assets. 

14. An evaluation shall be made of the amounts receivable to determine any nonadmitted amounts. Next, an 
evaluation shall be made in accordance with SSAP No. 5R—Liabilities, Contingencies and Impairments of Assets, 
to determine whether there is an impairment. This two-step process is set forth below: 

e. Uncollected separate account management fees receivable over ninety days due shall be accounted 
for as a nonadmitted asset. Reporting entities shall begin aging the receivable when it is 
contractually required to be billed, or in the absence of contract specifications, when the reporting 
entity actually sends the bill to the contractholder; 

f. Remaining amounts determined to be uncollectible shall be written off. If in accordance with SSAP 
No. 5R, it is “probable” the amount receivable is uncollectible, any uncollectible amount receivable 
shall be written off against operations in the period such determination is made. If it is “reasonably 
possible” the amount receivable is uncollectible, the disclosure requirements outlined in SSAP No. 
5R, paragraph 32, shall be made. 

Separate Account Reporting 

15. The separate accounts annual statement is concerned with the flow of funds related to investment activities 
and obligations of the separate accounts and with the transfer of funds between the separate account and the general 
account. As a result, the separate account statement shall report only the assets, liabilities, and operations of the 
separate account and shall not include general account expenses related to investment management, administration, 
or contract guarantees pertaining to separate account operations which are recorded in the general account. 

16. The separate account records premiums, considerations (net of loading for sales charges such as 
commissions and premium taxes) and receipts (other than for net investment income and realized capital gains and 
losses) as income transfers from the general account. Net investment income and realized and unrealized capital 
gains and losses relating to the investment operations of the separate account are recorded as income in the Summary 
of Operations. When the contract provides for such, expenses and taxes associated with the separate account 
investment operations shall be deducted in the determination of net investment income. Deposits and withdrawals 
on deposit-type contracts shall be recorded in the Summary of Operations. Benefits and surrenders, reserve 
transfers, policy loans14, policyholder charges (e.g., fees associated with investment management, administration, 
and contract guarantees), and federal income taxes relating to the separate account are recorded as expense transfers 
to the general account in the Summary of Operations. The net change in aggregate reserves relating to separate 
account contracts is reported as an expense in the Summary of Operations. 

 
14 Policy loans related to separate account products shall follow the guidance in SSAP No. 49—Policy Loans. As detailed within SSAP No. 
49, as part of the expense transfer, policy loans related to separate account products require a liquidation of the separate account assets to 
fund the loan issued by the general account. A transfer of assets from the separate account to the general account must have occurred to fund 
the policy loan issuance; otherwise the policy loan is nonadmitted in the general account. 
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Measurement of Separate Account Assets 
 
17. Assets supporting separate account contracts, except for contracts captured in paragraph 18, shall be 
reported at fair value, as determined under SSAP No. 100—Fair Value. Assets held in the separate account that 
reflect seed money from the general account shall follow all provisions of the SSAP to which the asset would be 
applicable if held in the general account. Assets that would not qualify for admittance in the general account are not 
permitted to be used as seed money in the separate account.  

18. Assets supporting the following separate account contracts are permitted to be reported as if the assets were 
held in the general account. This measurement method is referred to as “book value.” For these assets, measurement 
shall follow all provisions of the SSAP to which the asset would be applicable if held in the general account. Assets 
that would not qualify for admittance in the general account are not permitted in a book-value separate account. 
Separate account contracts that do not qualify in the following categories are not permitted at book value without a 
permitted or prescribed practice from the state of domicile.  

a. Assets supporting fund accumulation contracts (GICs), which do not participate in underlying 
portfolio experience, with a fixed interest rate guarantee, purchased under a retirement plan or plan 
of deferred compensation or established or maintained by an employer, will be recorded as if the 
assets were held in the general account. 

b. With approval of the state insurance regulator, assets supporting insulated or non-insulated separate 
account contracts that are similar to contracts generally found in the general account15, but do not 
directly pass all investment experience of the underlying assets to the policyholder may be recorded 
as if the assets were held in the general account. Unlike traditional separate account contracts, these 
contracts do not have investment directives determined by the contract holder and investment 
performance results are not attributed to a specific contract holder. The general account may serve 
as an overall backstop or may provide an implied guarantee, although a distinct performance 
guarantee may not be specified (such as a minimum crediting rate, death benefit, etc.). Examples 
of contracts expected to be captured within this provision include, but are not limited to, pension 
risk transfer (PRT) contracts, bank-owned life insurance (BOLI) and registered index-linked 
annuity (RILA) contracts.  

18. Assets supporting fund accumulation contracts (GICs), which do not participate in underlying portfolio 
experience, with a fixed interest rate guarantee, purchased under a retirement plan or plan of deferred compensation, 
established or maintained by an employer, will be recorded as if the assets were held in the general account. Assets 
supporting all other contractual benefits shall be recorded at fair value on the date of valuation, or if there is no 
readily available market, then in accordance with the valuation procedures in the applicable contract. 

Asset Transfers Between the General Account and Separate Account 
 
19. Asset transfers that reflect sales for cash between the general account and separate account shall occur at 
fair value16. Specified guidance based on the measurement method of the assets in the separate account are detailed 
in paragraphs 20-21.  

20. Asset sales for cash between the general account and “fair value” separate accounts:  

 
15 The inclusion of this guidance does not imply support for these contracts within the separate account instead of the general account. The 
domiciliary state insurance regulator is responsible for assessing and approving separate account contract classification in accordance with 
state statutes. 

16 This guidance is specific to asset sales for cash and is not intended to reflect administration functions for the payment of amounts owed to 
separate account policyholders/contractholders that may occur from the general account with reimbursement from the separate account.  
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a. The account (either general or separate account) selling the asset shall receive cash equal to fair 
value and dispose of the asset from the investment schedules at fair value.  

b. Assets sold from the general account shall result in a realized gain or loss based on the difference 
between fair value and book adjusted carrying value (BACV). The realized gain or loss, if resulting 
from interest rate changes, shall be allocated to the general account IMR and amortized as if the 
asset had been sold to an unrelated third party. Realized gains from these transactions shall not be 
deferred pursuant to SSAP No. 25—Affiliates and Other Related Parties, paragraph 17. Realized 
losses from credit-related factors shall be allocated to the AVR.  

c. Assets sold from a “fair value” separate account shall not result in a realized gain or loss.  

d. The account (either general or separate account) purchasing the asset shall initially recognize the 
acquired asset at fair value. Subsequent measurements of the acquired asset should reflect the 
measurement method of the general or separate account.  

21. Asset sales for cash between the general account and “book value” separate accounts:  

a. Seller - The account (either general or separate account) selling the asset shall receive cash equal 
to fair value and dispose of the asset from the investment schedules at fair value with recognition 
of a realized gain or loss. The realized gain or loss, if resulting from interest rate changes, shall be 
allocated to IMR and amortized in the selling account as if the asset had been sold to an unrelated 
third party. The transfer of an asset under this guidance that results in a gain shall not be deferred 
by the selling account pursuant to SSAP No. 25, paragraph 17, as such a deferral would create a 
mismatch in the IMR recognition between the general/separate accounts. Realized losses from 
credit-related factors shall be allocated to the AVR. 

b. Purchaser - The account (either general or separate account) purchasing the asset shall recognize 
the acquired asset at the BACV from the selling account. The difference between the asset’s fair 
value and the BACV shall be reported to IMR in the purchasing account.  

c. The IMR activity between the selling account and the purchasing account shall be equal and 
offsetting resulting in a net zero impact in the IMR between the two accounts. IMR is tracked and 
reported separately in the general account and the separate account, but the net impact of the two 
accounts shall equal zero for each transfer transaction.  

d. Subsequent to initial acquisition, the purchasing account shall account for the acquired asset 
pursuant to the measurement method of the applicable SSAP.  

22. Asset transfers that do not reflect sales for cash between the general account and separate account are 
subject to domiciliary state approval and shall be recorded at fair value with gains and losses offset to IMR similar 
to asset sales for cash guidelines as detailed in paragraphs 20 and 21. Any transfer that does not represent an asset 
sale for cash shall be specifically disclosed in both the general account and separate account as detailed in paragraph 
34.e. This shall include, but not be limited to, the following transfers: 

a. Asset to asset swaps  

b. Contributions of general account assets to support separate account deficiencies 

c. Dividends of assets from the separate account to the general account  
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Separate Account AVR and IMR Reporting 

19.23. An AVR is generally required for separate accounts when the insurerreporting entity, rather than the 
policyholder/contractholder, suffers the loss in the event of asset default or fair value loss. An AVR is required 
unless: 

a. The asset default or fair value risk is borne directly by the policyholders; or 

b. The regulatory authority for such separate accounts already explicitly provides for a reserve for 
asset default risk, where such reserves are essentially equivalent to the AVR. 

20.24. Assets supporting traditional variable annuities and variable life insuranceseparate accounts, excluding 
products captured in paragraph 18, generally do not require an AVR because the policyholders/contractholders bear 
the risk of change in the value of the assets. However, for those contracts an AVR is required for that portion of the 
assets representing seed money (including accumulated earnings on seed money) from the general account. the 
insurer’s equity interest in the investments of the separate account (e.g., seed money). 

21.25. Assets supporting separate account contracts where the insurer bears the risk of investment performance, 
which shall include all book value separate accounts, typical modified guaranteed contracts, market value adjusted 
contracts, and contracts with book value guarantees similar to contracts generally found in the general account do 
require an AVR because the insurer is responsible for credit related asset or fair value loss. 

22.26. “Book Value” separate accounts, pursuant to paragraph 18, Certain separate accounts are alsoare required 
to maintain an Interest Maintenance Reserve (IMR). Separate accounts with assets reported at fair value are not 
required to maintain an IMR. The IMR requirements for investments held in separate accounts are applied on an 
account by account basis. OnceIf an IMR is required for a separate account, all of the investments in that separate 
account are subject to the requirement. If an IMR is not required for a separate account, none of the investments in 
that separate account are subject to the requirement. 

23. As detailed in the Annual Statement Instructions, An IMR is required for separate accounts with assets 
recorded at book value, but is not required for separate accounts with assets recorded at fair value. For example, 
separate accounts for traditional variable annuities or variable life insurance do not require an IMR because assets 
and liabilities are valued at fair value. 

24.27. If an  Separate account IMR is required for investments held by separate accounts, it is kept separate from 
the general account IMR and accounted for in the separate accounts statement. 

25.28. The AVR and IMR shall be calculated and reported in accordance with SSAP No. 7—Asset Valuation 
Reserve and Interest Maintenance Reserve and the NAIC Annual Statement Instructions for Life, Accident and 
Health Insurance Companies. 

Policy Reserves 

26.29. Statutory policy reserves shall be established for all contractual obligations of the insurer arising out of the 
provisions of the insurance contract. Where separate benefits are included in a contract, a reserve for each benefit 
shall be established as required in Appendix A-820. These statutory policy reserves are generally calculated as the 
excess of the present value of future benefits to be paid to or on behalf of policyholders less the present value of 
future net premiums. Statutory policy reserves meet the definition of liabilities as defined in SSAP No. 5R—
Liabilities, Contingencies and Impairments of Assets. The actuarial methodologies referred to in the following 
paragraph meet the criteria required for reasonable estimates in SSAP No. 5R. 

27.30. The reserving methodologies and assumptions used in computation of policy reserves shall also meet the 
provisions of Appendices A-200, A-250, A-255, A-270; A-585, A-588, A-620, A-695, A-820, A-822 and the 
actuarial guidelines found in Appendix C of this Manual. Where separate account contracts have guaranteed 
elements, the basis for determining the value of the liability shall be consistent with the basis used for asset values 
(i.e., valuation interest rates as defined in Appendix A-820 shall be used when assets are recorded as if held in the 
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general account and current interest rates based on market rates shall be used when assets are recorded at fair value). 
Further, policy reserves shall be in compliance with those Actuarial Standards of Practice promulgated by the 
Actuarial Standards Board. 

28.31. Statutory policy reserves for those group annuity contracts or other contracts that, in whole or in part, 
establish the insurer’s obligations by reference to a segregated portfolio of assets not owned by the insurer shall be 
established in accordance with the guidance in Appendix A-695. Statutory policy reserves for those contracts with 
nonlevel premiums or benefits, or contracts with secondary guarantees shall be established in accordance with the 
guidance in Appendix A-830. Statutory policy reserves for those group life contracts utilizing a separate account 
that meet the requirements outlined in paragraph 1 of Appendix A-200 shall be computed in accordance with the 
guidance in that appendix. 

Other Liabilities 

29.32. The separate account shall accrue as a liability, subject to contractual provisions, amounts payable, 
including, but not limited to: 

a. Fees associated with investment management, administration, and contract guarantees; 

b. Investment expenses; 

c. Investment taxes, licenses, and fees (Investment taxes such as real estate taxes, licenses and fees 
(excluding federal income taxes) are usually paid directly by the separate account but may be 
transferred to the general account for payment); 

d. Federal income taxes; 

e. Unearned investment income; 

f. Net transfer due to (from) the general account; 

g. Remittances and items not allocated; 

h. Payable for investments purchased; 

i. Net adjustments in assets and liabilities due to foreign exchange rates. 

Seed Money 

30. When a new separate account is initiated, the insurer may make a temporary transfer of surplus funds 
commonly referred to as seed money to the separate account. Such funds and earnings accumulated thereon shall 
be reported as surplus in the separate accounts statement until transferred or repatriated to the general account. The 
transfer of such funds to and from the separate account shall be reported as surplus contributed or withdrawn during 
the year. 

Disclosures 

31.33. Paragraphs 34-3831-35 detail the separate account disclosure requirements that shall be included within the 
Life, Accident and Health Annual Statement Blank. Paragraphs 39-4336-38 detail the separate account disclosure 
requirements that shall be included within the Separate Account Annual Statement Blank.  

32.34. The general account financial statement shall include detailed information on the reporting entity’s separate 
account activity. These disclosures shall include:  

a. A narrative of the general nature of the reporting entity’s separate account business.  
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b. Identification of the separate account assets that are legally insulated from the general account 
claims. 

c. Identification of the separate account products that have guarantees backed by the general account. 
This shall include: 

i. Amount of risk charges paid by the separate account to the general account for the past five 
(5) years17 as compensation for the risk taken by the general account; and 

ii. Amount paid by the general account due to separate account guarantees during the past 
five (5) years.  

iii. Separate account contracts where the general account provides an inherent or ultimate 
guarantee, such as with pension risk transfer (PRT) or registered index-linked annuity 
(RILA) products. These products often do not have stated yield or death benefit guarantees, 
but rather the general account serves as a final backstop if the separate account assets are 
insufficient to support the product obligations. This disclosure shall identify whether risk 
charges have been provided to the general account and affirm the inclusion of these 
separate account products within asset adequacy testing.  

d. Discussion of securities lending transactions and repurchase/reverse repurchase agreements within 
the separate account. , This shall include separately including the amount of any loaned securities 
within the separate account and the amount of any sold / acquired securities under repurchase 
agreements, and if policy and procedures for the separate account differ from the general account. 

e. Discussion of asset transfers that did not reflect sales in exchange for cash between the general 
account and the separate account. This shall include, but not be limited to, asset-for-asset swaps, 
contributions of general account assets to support separate account deficiencies, and dividends of 
assets from the separate account to the general account.  

33.35. For each grouping (as detailed in paragraph 3633), the following shall be disclosed: 

a. Premiums, considerations or deposits received during the year; 

b. Reserves by the valuation basis of the investments supporting the reserves at the financial statement 
date. List reserves for separate accounts whose assets are carried at fair value separately from those 
whose assets are carried at amortized cost/book value; 

c. Reserves by withdrawal characteristics, including whether or not the separate account is subject to 
discretionary withdrawal. For reserves subject to discretionary withdrawal, the below categories 
are included if applicable: 

i. With market value adjustment; 

ii. at book value without market value adjustment and with surrender charge of 5% or more; 

iii. at fair value; 

iv. at book value without market value adjustment and with surrender charge of less than 5%; 

 
17 Reporting entities are permitted to prospectively ‘build’ the five-year disclosure. Thus, upon the first year of application of the disclosure 
requirements, reporting entities should illustrate one year of the disclosure requirement. In the second year, the reporting entity would disclose 
two years, and so forth until the disclosure includes five years of disclosures.  
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d. Reserves for asset default risk, as described in paragraph 18.b., that are recorded in lieu of AVR. 

34.36. For the disclosures required in paragraph 3532, separate accounts shall be addressed in the following 
groupings (which are the same as those used for risk-based capital): 

a. Separate Accounts with Guarantees: 

i. Indexed separate accounts, which are invested to mirror an established index which is the 
basis of the guarantee; 

ii. Nonindexed separate accounts, with reserve interest rate at no greater than 4% and/or fund 
long-term interest guarantee in excess of a year that does not exceed 4%; 

iii. Nonindexed separate accounts, with reserve interest rate at greater than 4% and/or fund 
long-term interest guarantee in excess of a year that exceeds 4%. 

b. Nonguaranteed Separate Accounts—Variable separate accounts, where the benefit is determined 
by the performance and/or fair value of the investments held in the separate account. Include 
variable accounts with incidental risks, nominal expense, and minimum death benefit guarantees. 

35.37. Provide a reconciliation of the amount reported as transfers to and from separate accounts in the Summary 
of Operations of the separate accounts statement and the amount reported as net transfers to or from separate 
accounts in the Summary of Operations of the general accounts statement. 

36.38. The disclosures in SSAP No. 51R—Life Contracts, and SSAP No. 61R—Life, Deposit-Type and Accident 
and Health Reinsurance related to the withdrawal characteristics of products include separate account products and 
shall be completed in the general account disclosures. 

37.39. The Separate Account Annual Statement Blank shall include detailed information on the characteristics of 
the separate account assets, specifically categorizing separate account assets in accordance with the following 
characteristics: 

a. Identification of separate account assets that are legally insulated from the general account and 
those which are not legally insulated. 

b. Aggregation of separate account assets from products registered with the SEC and separate account 
assets from products excluded from registration. In addition to the overall aggregation, this 
disclosure shall specifically identify separate account assets from private placement variable 
annuities (PPVA) and private placement life insurance (PPLI). The disclosures in this paragraph 
(3639.b.) are were effective December 31, 2018. 

c. Amount of separate account assets that represent seed money, other fees and expenses due to the 
general account, and additional required surplus amounts.18 This disclosure shall include the 
amount of seed money and other fees and expenses currently included in the separate account, as 
well as the amount of seed money received and repaid to the general account during the current 
year. This disclosure shall also include information on insulation (if applicable)19, the time duration 
for which seed money and other fees and expenses due the general account are retained in the 

 
18 Additional Required Surplus Amounts is defined as additional or permanent surplus that is required to be retained in the separate account 
in accordance with state law or regulations. These amounts should not include reinvested separate account investment proceeds that have not 
been allocated to separate account contract holders. 

19 As seed money is considered a temporary transfer of funds, it is generally not considered insulated. 
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separate account, and information on how whether seed money is invested pursuant to general 
account directives or in accordance with stated policies and procedures. 

d. Identification of the separate account assets in which the investment directive is not determined by 
a contractholder. (In most instances, having multiple investment choices at the option of a 
contractholder would be considered a situation in which the investment directive is determined by 
a contractholder. This is not true for situations in which the asset is invested in a manner that mirrors 
the investment directives of the general account.) Situations in which the investment directive is 
not determined by the contractholder (and situations in which the reporting entity is the 
contractholder) shall include disclosure regarding whether the investments of the respective 
separate account assets, if included within the general account investments, would have resulted 
with the reporting entity exceeding any investment limitations imposed on the general account. 

e. Identification of the separate account assets in which less than 100% of investment proceeds are 
attributed to a contractholder. This shall include identification of the separate account investment 
income attributed to the reporting entity during the reporting period and whether such income was 
transferred to the general account or reinvested within the separate account. Instances in which 
such income is reinvested within the separate account shall include disclosure on whether the 
subsequent investments, if categorized with investments in the general account, would have 
exceeded investment limitations imposed on the general account.    

f. Identification of the assets supporting separate account contracts where the general account 
provides an inherent or ultimate guarantee, such as with pension risk transfer (PRT) or registered 
index-linked annuity (RILA) products. These products often do not have stated yield or death 
benefit guarantees, but the general account serves as a final backstop if the separate account assets 
are insufficient to support the product obligations or by the general account providing an inherent 
guarantee, although a distinct performance guarantee is not specified (such as a minimum crediting 
rate, death benefit, etc.).  

38.40. For all separate account assets not reported at fair value, indicate the measurement basis (amortized cost or 
other method) for each asset (or asset class) and whether the measurement method was grandfathered in under the 
transitionis pursuant to the guidance in this SSAP, or whether the measurement method is allowed under a 
prescribed or permitted practice. This disclosure shall include a comparison of the assets’ reported value to fair 
value with identification of the resulting unrealized gain/loss that would have been recorded if the assets had been 
reported at fair value.  

41. For all separate accounts that include securities lending transactions, disclose the reporting entity’s use and 
policy of securities lending within the separate account, including the amount of loaned securities from the separate 
account at the reporting date, the percentage of separate account assets lent as of that date, a description for which 
type of accounts (e.g., book value accounts, market value account accounts) are lent, if the separate account 
policyholder is notified or approves of such practices, the policy for requiring collateral, whether the collateral is 
restricted and the amount of collateral for transactions that extend beyond one year from the reporting date. This 
disclosure requires the entity to provide the following information as of the date of the statement of financial 
position: (1) the aggregate amount of contractually obligated open collateral positions (aggregate amount of 
securities at current fair value or cash received for which the borrower may request the return of on demand) and 
the aggregate amount of contractually obligated collateral positions under 30-day, 60-day, 90-day, and greater than 
90-day terms, (2) the aggregate fair value of all securities acquired from the sale, trade and use of the accepted 
collateral (reinvested collateral), and (3) information about the sources and uses of that collateral. 

42. For all separate accounts that include repurchase/reverse repurchase (repo) agreements, disclose the 
reporting entity’s use and policies of repo agreements within the separate account, including the following: (1) fair 
value of securities sold or acquired, (2) cash collateral and the fair value of security collateral received or provided, 
(3) recognized liability or receivable for the return of collateral. 
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39.43. Identify all products reported as a separate account product under statutory accounting principles and 
identify whether each product was classified differently under GAAP. For products that resulted with different 
classifications between GAAP and SAP, identify the characteristic(s) of the product that prevented it from receiving 
a separate account classification under GAAP. This disclosure is applicable for all reporting entities. Thus, if GAAP 
financial statements were not filed, the reporting entity should complete this disclosure as if GAAP financials had 
been completed. 

40.44. Refer to the Preamble for further discussion regarding disclosure requirements. 

Relevant Literature 

41.45. This statement rejects ASU 2022-05, Transition for Sold Contracts, ASU 2018-12, Targeted Improvements 
to the Accounting for Long-Duration Contracts, and AICPA Statement of Position 03-1, Accounting and Reporting 
by Insurance Enterprises for Certain Nontraditional Long-Duration Contracts and for Separate Accounts (SOP 03-
1). The disclosure elements included within this SSAP are derived from the criteria for separate account reporting 
under SOP 03-1; however, this SSAP does not restrict separate account reporting pursuant to the criteria established 
in SOP 03-1. 

42.46. This statement incorporates the requirements of Appendices A-200, A-250, A-255, A-270, A-585, A-588, 
A-620, A-695, A-812, A-820, A-821, A-822 the Actuarial Standards Board Actuarial Standards of Practice, and the 
actuarial guidelines found in Appendix C of this Manual. 

Effective Date and Transition 

43.47. This statement is effective for years beginning January 1, 2001. Contracts with assets held in a Separate 
Account that were issued in accordance with applicable state laws and regulations and issued prior to that effective 
date, for which assets and liabilities have been recorded using a consistent basis since issue, i.e., both assets and 
liabilities are recorded either as if in the general account (“book value”) or as at fair value (current interest rates 
based on market rates shall be used for liabilities when assets are recorded at fair value), shall continue to be 
recorded using such basis until such time as the applicable contract terms or provisions are substantially changed, 
such as by a contract amendment modifying interest rate or withdrawal provisions. State laws and regulations shall 
be understood to include anything considered authoritative by the domiciliary state under the individual state’s 
statutory authority and due process procedures. Changes that do not require change in the basis of recording would 
include: address changes, continued deposits, and other non-substantive changes such as these. For example, 
additional funds received after January 1, 2001 under contracts issued prior to January 1, 2001 may continue to be 
recorded using the basis in effect prior to January 1, 2001 until such time as a triggering change is made. A change 
resulting from the adoption of this statement shall be accounted for as a change in accounting principle in accordance 
with SSAP No. 3—Accounting Changes and Corrections of Errors. 

48. Disclosure revisions adopted in September 2009 to paragraphs 30-39 shall initially be reported within the 
2010 annual financial statements, with annual reporting thereafter.  

44.49. Revisions adopted in February 2025 in agenda item 2024-10, that clarify the measurement of separate 
account assets, particularly for “book-value separate accounts” and that prescribe the treatment for transfers between 
the general account and separate account with IMR and AVR recognition, are effective January 1, 2026, with early 
adoption permitted. The January 1, 2026, effective date intends to allow reporting entities to modify their separate 
account product “plans/memorandums of operation” with the state of domicile as necessary to comply with this 
revised statement. After January 1, 2026, reporting entities are required to have an approved permitted or prescribed 
practice to utilize a book-value measurement method or a different approach for transfers and recognition of 
IMR/AVR outside of what is detailed within this statement. 
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REFERENCES 

Other 

 NAIC Financial Condition Examiners Handbook 

 Actuarial Standards Board Actuarial Standards of Practice 

Relevant Issue Papers 

 Issue Paper No. 89—Separate Accounts 

 Issue Paper No. 110—Life Contracts, Deposit-Type Contracts and Separate Accounts, 
Amendments to SSAP No. 51—Life Contracts, SSAP No. 52—Deposit-Type Contracts, and SSAP 
No. 56—Separate Accounts 

GLOSSARY  
Guarantee represents an insurance company's general account contractual obligation to reimburse life insurance 
and annuity policyholders for their separate account investment losses including the return of principal, minimum 
crediting rates, minimum death, withdrawal, accumulation of income benefits and no-lapse guarantees, and for 
separate account mortality losses. 
 
Insulation is the legal protection of separate account assets equal to the reserves and supporting contract liabilities 
from the general account liabilities of the insurance enterprise ensuring that the separate account contract holder is 
not subjected to insurer default risk to the extent of their assets held in the separate account. 
 
Risk Charge is the contractual amount the general account charges the separate account policyholders’ account for 
compensation relating to the general account’s guarantee on separate account assets or contract performance. 
 
Total Maximum Guarantee is the difference between the total amount of liability the general account is subject 
to reimbursing as at the balance sheet date and the policyholder's contract value referenced by the guarantee (e.g., 
account value). For guarantees in the event of death, it is the minimum guaranteed amount available to the 
contractholder upon death in excess of the contractholder's contract value referenced by the guarantee (e.g., account 
balance) at the balance sheet date. For guarantees of amounts at annuitization, it is the present value of the minimum 
guaranteed annuity payments available to the contractholder determined in accordance with the terms of the contract 
in excess of the contract value referenced by the guarantee (e.g., account balance). 
 
 
https://naiconline.sharepoint.com/teams/FRSStatutoryAccounting/National Meetings/A. National Meeting Materials/2025/02-25-25/Adoptions/24-10 - 
SSAP No 56 - BV.docx 


